SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 28TH JANUARY 2025 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Hannah Backhouse



Cllr Ginny Haynes

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1.
Public Forum


There were no members of the public present.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

There were none.  The Parish Clerk reported that Cllr Matthew Heyworth had resigned from the Parish 


Council due to moving home.  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked Matthew 


Heyworth for all his hard work whilst serving on the Parish Council and advised that she would write an 


article for the March edition of the The Link magazine to advertise the current vacancies.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.




3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid

County Cllr Reid had sent a written report and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 
meeting.  County Cllr Reid highlighted matters within his report regarding Suffolk Regiment Archives, Loss of Rural Communities Grant Funding and confirmed these funds will now be used for Urban Deprivation, Suffolk New Business Board and the SALC/SNIPS Energy Projects.  County Cllr Reid reported on the proposed Unitary Council for Suffolk combined with Norfolk and confirmed SCC were now waiting to hear if Central Government will Approve this and reported on the advantages and 

disadvantages of becoming a Unity Council.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  On behalf of the Parish Council there was a vote of thanks to County Cllr Reid for all his hard work carried out in respect of the flooding issues at Butley Baths.
4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson 

District Cllr Wilson was not present.  No written report had been received to date.
       4.3 Parish Clerk 
       The Parish Clerk reported she had received an email from Suffolk Wildlife Trust who would like to 

       expand their volunteer group responsible for looking after Captains Wood.  They had suggested they 

       could write an article advertising this within The Link.  It was agreed this was a good idea.  Action – 
       Parish Clerk to respond to the email received.
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th November 2024
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Backhouse.  4 in favour, 1 Abstention.  The 
minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th November 2024
6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update

Nothing to report.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with District Cllr Wilson and Forestry England for an update.
6.2 – Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update 
The Parish Clerk advised she had written to County Cllr Reid and he had agreed to look into whether children from Sudbourne would still have to apply for a seat on a half term basis going forward.  
6.3 – Solar Powered Speed Sign update

The Parish Clerk confirmed she had been looking into obtaining funding towards a solar powered speed sign from Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk Council to which she gave details and advised County Cllr Reid has asked for some clarification prior to agreeing any funding to which she reported.  

She advised that SCC had responded in respect of the post and they had agreed to replace the existing post with a taller one.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she had also obtained a further quotation for this sign to which she gave details but due to cost she advised that she recommend the Parish Council purchase the sign from Elan City.  Action – Parish Clerk to respond to County Cllr Reid and continue to apply for funding towards the sign and complete the proforma form for SCC to replace post.

7.
Parish Council matters
7.1 - Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update

Nothing to report.  Action – Parish Clerk to chase landowner following email sent.
7.2 - Butley Baths flooding 

The Chairman reported she had attended the Chillesford Parish Meeting and has since circulated a report 

written by a local parishioner who is a retired engineer on the findings of the recent drainage survey
carried out at Butley Baths.  She advised there had also been an email received from Josh White at SC 
Highways.  It was agreed with all the parishes coming together it had achieved more in getting a solution 
to this issue once and for all.  The Chairman gave details regarding the Working Group formed and Cllr 
Parker suggested the Working Group could continue and collaborate on other matters affecting all 
parishes.
7.3 - Possible collaboration with Chillesford - Speed Gun
The Chairman reported she was asked at the Chillesford Parish Meeting would Sudbourne like to join forces with Chillesford to form a Community Speed Watch Scheme.  Further to discussion, it was felt this was not beneficial and the Parish Council would not pursue this at this time.
7.4 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update
Cllr Parker advised there was nothing to report apart from trees had now been removed close to the landfill site.  He confirmed the final decision for Sizewell C is due to be made in June but this date could change. 
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment
      Income received since the last meeting

      Bank Interest (Play Area Account)



£   76.88
      Payments made since the last meeting

      Jo Peters (Salary December’24)




£  166.66

      Bank Balances – As at 30th November’24 



Play Area Account



£2,550.65



Current Account



£3,136.35

      Invoices to be Approved at this meeting

      Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    72.80

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 
       Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  
       8.2 – To consider and approve the 2025/26 Budget and set the Parish Precept

       A copy of the draft 2025/26 Budget had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The 

Parish Clerk gave details regarding Earmarked Reserves and advised further to the last meeting whereby she had reported on correspondence received from Lloyds Bank advising the Parish Council’s Treasurers Account would be changing to a Community Account and there would be an annual charge of £51.00 that she had looked into changing the account to Unity Bank but this would incur an annual charge of £72.00. It was agreed the Parish Council would remain with Lloyds Bank.  

Following discussion and minor amendment, the 2025/26 Budget and to set the annual Parish Precept at £5,575.46 was Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.  
9.
Planning
       New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
       None received      
       Update on Existing Applications:-
       Planning Ref: DC/24/4368/FUL

       Proposal: Construction of a single storey rear extension
       Address: 1 Long Row, Snape Road, Sudbourne
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/4221/FUL

       Proposal: Alterations and Extensions
       Address: Corner Farm Cottage, Snape Road, Sudbourne

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

10.
Correspondence

The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received from ESC inviting councillors to attend a 

               Planning Forum to be held at ESC Melton office on Monday 3rd February 2025.
11.
Play Area
       Nothing to report.
12.
Roads, Rights of Way
       12.1 – Damaged/Faded road signs update

       Nothing to report.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would report and send photos for all the damaged 
       signs again to SC Highways via the reporting tool and copy to County Cllr Reid.  It was agreed the 
       Parish Clerk would also report the damaged 30mph sign by the Close on Snape Rd and the damaged sign 

       by Smokey House when reporting these signs.
13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders

       It was agreed the Parish Clerk would ask ESC for an update on the application made for Spring Bulbs.

Further to the last meeting the Parish Clerk confirmed she had made enquiries to District Cllr Wilson regarding the weed spraying around the sign at The Close as he had previously reported this area had been removed from the spraying schedule and the Parish Council wanted to ensure this area would still be cut.  Action – Clerk to liaise with District Cllr Wilson for an update.
14.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting 


To carry out annual Financial Reviews and To Agree Donations.
15.
Public Forum
There were no members of the public present. 
16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 25th March 2025 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the member of the public for his comments and the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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