SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2024 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Hannah Backhouse

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present.
1.
Public Forum


There were no comments from the member of the public present.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Heyworth and Cllr Haynes.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.




3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid

County Cllr Reid had sent his apologies A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.

4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson 

Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  No written report had been received to date.
       4.3 Parish Clerk 
       The Parish Clerk reported she had received a quotation from ElanCity for a Solar Speed sign and 
       confirmed the cost would be £2,807.99.  She advised she had contacted Suffolk Community

       Foundation regarding funding towards this from the Sizewell C Community Fund and they had 
       confirmed the Parish Council would not be eligible for this funding due to the impact on Sudbourne 
       being so low at present.  The Parish Clerk did report however as time goes on this impact may change 

       and then Sudbourne may be eligible to apply.  
       Further to discussion it was agreed the Parish Clerk should go ahead and apply for funding towards this 

       sign from County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson and make enquires to ElanCity and SCC regarding 

       the post requirements for this sign.  Cllr Parker suggested to point out within the funding applications 

       that our existing VAS Sign is not able to be used due to the battery now being faulty.

5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th September 2024
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Unanimously Proposed for Approval.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th September 2024
6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update

Cllr Parker suggested the Parish Clerk should chase this matter up with District Cllr Wilson and Forestry  England with an aim to get the jumps reinstated and if they couldn’t then arrange for the barriers to be removed as these are very unsightly.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with District Cllr Wilson and 
Forestry England for update.
6.2 – Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update 
The Parish Clerk advised she had written to County Cllr Reid and he had agreed to look into this matter.  Cllr Backhouse confirmed she had received an email to inform her that her son had automatically got a seat on the bus which is positive news.  Cllr Parker suggested the Parish Clerk should inform County Cllr Reid of this positive news and ask was this going to continue going forward.  Action – Parish 
Clerk to liaise with County Cllr Reid.
7.
Parish Council matters
7.1 – Sizewell C Community Fund update

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow the member of the public to comment.  The Chairman

informed the Parish Council of the response she had received from Sudbourne Village Hall Committee regarding the letter received from a member of the public making suggestions for improvements to the Village Hall using possible funding from the Sizewell C Community Fund.  She confirmed the Village Hall Committee felt the current facilities were adequate and due to the comments given by the Parish  Clerk in respect of this funding it appears the Village Hall would not be eligible for any funding at this time.  Cllr Parker gave details regarding the possible impact Sizewell C could have on the village going forward and it was agreed the Parish Council should monitor to see what impact there is on the village  and possibly address this matter again in the future.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.
7.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update and to consider correspondence received from Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm Project – Change Request
Cllr Parker confirmed the Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm Project does not really effect Sudbourne apart from one matter which is that as part of the development there were plans for a compensatory site for lesser black-backed gulls on Orfordness which lies in the Parish to which he gave details.  He advised he had been informed the developer is being very aggressive and suggested the Parish Council could write to the National Trust and advise that as a Parish Council they would be willing to assist in any way to offer support in respect of this application.  Action – Cllr Parker to compile a letter to National Trust and Cobra Mist.  

Sizewell C – Cllr Parker provided details regarding the Northern Transport Forum meeting held and 
suggested the Parish Council should ask County Cllr Reid if there is a map with a timeline for future 
works.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with County Cllr Reid.

Cllr Parker raised concerns regarding the traffic monitoring exercise carried out and the time of year this was undertaken.  
Due to the amount going on in respect of all the local energy projects Cllr Parker suggested the Clerk could ask District Cllr Wilson and County Cllr Reid for a roundup on all the projects and 

consultations.  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for all his hard work
      carried out in respect of these projects. 

7.3 - Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update
The Parish Clerk confirmed she has written to the landowner.  It was agreed this matter would be an 

agenda item at the next meeting.  

7.4 – Defibrilator upkeep 
The Chairman asked for this matter to be included on the agenda as she had been informed the bins at the 

Village Hall were being placed in front of the defibrillator again to which concerns had been raised.  
It was agreed this could have been a one-off occasion and this would be monitored.

7.5 - To agree 2025 Parish Council meeting dates 
It was agreed these would be circulated and Approved via email.
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment
       Income received since the last meeting

       None

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary October’24)





£  166.66

       Bank Balances – As at 1st November’24 (Date of statement)

       Play Area Account
- £2,473.77

       Current Account - £3,430.30

       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)




£    51.85

       Community Action Suffolk (Annual Website Fee)




£    60.00

       Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)




£    21.20

       Mick Eldridge (Grass Cutting – Play Area)




£  162.00

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 
       Proposed by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  
The Parish Clerk reported she had received correspondence from Lloyds Bank advising the Parish 
Council’s Treasurers Account would be changing to a Community Account and this would incur a monthly charge of £4.25.  Action – Parish Clerk to compare charge to other banks. 

8.2 - To Approve increase in Clerk’s Salary Scale (Spinal Column Points) & backdated pay

       The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the increase in the NALC Salary Scales and confirmed the 
       backdated pay due from April to November was £75.44.  Approval for this payment was Proposed by   

       Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.

9.
Planning
               New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
        None received      
        Update on Existing Applications:-
        Nothing to report

10.
Correspondence

Nothing to report.
11.
Play Area
       Nothing to report.
12.
Roads, Rights of Way
       12.1 – Damaged/Faded road signs update

       The Parish Clerk reported she had been informed by SC Highways that no works to road signs can 

       be carried out by Parish Councils to which she gave details.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would report 

       all outstanding highways matter to Josh White and copy to County Cllr Reid.  The Parish Clerk reported 
       she had been informed the gulfer machine would be coming out to attend to the blocked drains on 
       Blacklands Lane and at Crag Pit Cottages.  
13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders

Cllr Parker reported that everything put forward by the Parish Council in respect of ESC’s Walking and Cycling Plan had been ignored.   

14.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting 

It was suggested the Parish Clerk should make enquiries to District Cllr Wilson regarding the weed spraying around the sign at The Close as he had previously reported this area had been removed from the spraying schedule but did this also include the cutting of this area.  Action – Clerk to liaise with District Cllr Wilson.


To consider and approve the 2025/26 budget and set the Parish Precept.
15.
Public Forum
The member of the public present advised as his proposal for ideas to enhance the Village Hall would be reviewed possibly in the future he was willing to put a proposal together with a vision that could be circulated, when necessary.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public.
16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the member of the public for his comments and the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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