SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr David Robinson

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA
Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: sudbourneparishclerk@gmail.com
                  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON
 TUESDAY 26TH JANUARY 2021 AT 7:00PM VIA ZOOM
        Present:   
Cllr D. Robinson (Chairman)





Cllr S. McCreadie


Cllr G. Haynes



Cllr J. Bodkin



Cllr J. Cooper



Cllr B. Parker


In attendance: Jo Peters, Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were no members

              of the public present


            Welcome by the Chairman and to open the meeting
        1.    To receive apologies for absence
       There were none.  
        2.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest 

       There were none.
        2.1. To consider any dispensations 

None received.
3. 
Reports

3.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid
      County Cllr Reid had sent a written report to which had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the 

      meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported on matters relating to COVID-19 and confirmed levels of infection 

      appeared to be falling but this matter remains a serious situation.  He advised that campervans had been 
      turning up at Bawdsey Quay and Shingle St to camp overnight and these had been moved on by Suffolk 
      Constabulary.  He reported the vaccine programme was now being rolled out and urged the Parish 

      Council to put any vulnerable individuals in touch with the Home but Not Alone service.  County Cllr 

      Reid reported that major improvements were to be carried out to the Rights of Way network and he also

      provided details regarding the Quiet Lanes scheme that was being rolled out across Suffolk.  He advised 

      that some funding was available for electric vehicle charging points.  Finally, County Cllr Reid provided 
      details regarding the proposals submitted in the final round of consultation in respect of Sizewell C.  The 
      Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  
      Cllr Bodkin asked why Suffolk appeared to be very behind in terms of the vaccine rollout.  Cllr Reid 

      confirmed this situation was much better now and patients should be contacted via the NHS with their 

      appointment.  Cllr Parker asked what role SCC could play in monitoring what EDF do and what could be 

      done to ensure they do what they have promised within the DCO application.  County Cllr Reid provided 
      clarification and reported the Planning Inspectorate would decide what the outcome is.
      3.2 District Councillor Ray Herring
District Cllr Herring was not present.  No report or apologies had been received. 

      3.3 Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk confirmed further to the last meeting she had posted the COVID-19 Information on 
      both Parish noticeboards and on the website.  She advised she had received a recent fly tipping complaint 
      and after looking into this with SC Norse she had been informed this was the responsibility of the 
      landowner. It was agreed the land in question was the responsibility of the Forestry Commission and the 

      Parish Clerk should email them to request the rubbish that had been dumped there was removed.
4.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2020
       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2020 had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Bodkin Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  5 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting via Zoom. 
5.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2020
The Parish Clerk reported she had followed up regarding the lack of information sent by SCC in respect of recent road closures.  Cllr Bodkin advised he was going to set up via SCC to register for alerts to be sent in respect of any future closures.
6.   Parish Council Matters
6.1 - Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported he had been in touch with former Cllr Andrew McDonald to ask him if he would consider staying as the Parish Representative in respect of the Community Land Trust and confirmed he was willing to do so.  He confirmed Andrew had reported the Community Land Trust were happy to consider any firm proposals on any land the Parish Council own or have a firm commitment from the landowner willing for this to be put forward as a site.  He confirmed that Andrew McDonald was looking into matters concerning the meadow and advised he was trying to find out if Michael Howard Homes now had an option on this land and confirmed Mr Rockall’s option had definitely expired.  The Chairman reported he had seen a surveyor on this land just a few weeks ago.

The Chairman reported he had received an e-mail from Cllr McCreadie confirming that she could be willing to take on the role of Vice Chairman.  Cllr McCreadie asked for this matter to be considered formally at the next meeting.
The Chairman advised he had been approached by a local resident who had suggested that Blackland’s Lane could be put forward as a designated Quiet Lane to which he provided details and stated in his view this lane would meet the criteria.  Cllr McCreadie provided details regarding Orford & Gedgrave PC putting Ferry Rd forward as a designated Quiet Lane.  Cllr Bodkin raised concerns regarding the designated Quiet Lane at Mill Lane in Butley to which Cllr Cooper also raised concerns regarding the one designated in Capel St Andrew.  It was agreed this matter would be monitored and Blackland’s Lane could possibly be put forward in the future.
6.2 – Emergency Plan/COVID-19 Parish response
Cllr Parker suggested the information put on the noticeboards and website could be advertised also via The Link.  Action – Parish Clerk to send this information to the editor of the Link.  Cllr McCreadie asked for information regarding the Townlands Trust to which the Chairman provided information.  She also suggested that the COVID-19 information could be added to Sudbourne’s Emergency Plan and asked the Parish Clerk if there would be any funding available towards Emergency Plan costs.  The Parish Clerk suggested she could apply for some funding from District Cllr Herring’s ECB towards costs for printing and postage.  Further to discussion it was agreed the Parish Clerk would forward the latest copy of the Emergency Plan to all Councillors and ask for comments to be received by 28th February 2021 in order so these could be considered at the March Parish Council meeting.
6.3 – To agree the dates of 2021 Parish Council meetings
The dates of the 2021 Parish Council meetings had been circulated to all Councillors.  These were Unanimously Approved by the Parish Council.  It was agreed the Annual Parish Meeting would be held in May 2021 prior to the Parish Council’s AGM.
7.   Finance

7.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure and Items for Authorisation of Payment     

      Income

      9th November 2020

Bank Interest




£       0.01

      9th December 2020

Bank Interest




£       0.01

      Expenditure

      3rd November 2020

Clerks Salary




£     96.15

      3rd December 2020               Clerks Salary




£     96.15
      4th January 2021                  Clerks Expenses 




£     99.30

      4th January 2021                  CAS (Annual Website Fee)


£     60.00

      Bank Balances: (as at 31st December 2020)

      Community Account - £4,355.71
      Current Account - £1,167.67
      Interest Account - £800.00

      Invoices to be Approved


      HMRC (PAYE) - £125.60

      Cllr Robinson (Gifts for former Cllrs McDonald & Hudson) - £39.99
      Approval for the for the Income & Expenditure Financial Statement was proposed by Cllr McCreadie, 

      seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.
      The Chairman thanked the Parish Clerk/RFO for her excellent budgeting and stated the External Auditor 

      requires the Parish Council to earmark some of its reserves towards forthcoming projects.
7.2– To approve the 2021/22 budget and set the Parish Precept
A copy of the draft 2021/22 budget had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The 

Parish Clerk/RFO provided further information and it was RESOLVED the Parish Council would 

approve the 2021/22 budget and set the Parish Precept at £2,806.23 resulting in a 0% change on the 

Parish Council’s element on the Council Tax bill.
The Chairman stated the Parish Council could look to help those in need as a result of COVID-19 from 

the Community Account.

7.3 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

A copy of these updated documents had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Council RESOLVED to approve and adopt both documents.  Cllr Parker asked for clarification regarding paragraph 4.1 of the Financial Regulations to which the Parish Clerk/RFO advised she would look into and respond.
8.   Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

      None received.
      Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      

      Nothing to report
9.   Correspondence
9.1 – To consider correspondence received from a local resident regarding the Public Footpath at Blackland's Lane
      A copy of the correspondence received had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The 
      Chairman reported it had been suggested by Cllr Bodkin and supported by other council members that 
      the solution could be to ask a local tree contractor to come and dispose of the two fallen trees that are 

      currently blocking the footpath.  Cllr Cooper advised the Tree Warden had looked at the fallen trees 

      and confirmed he would not be able to clear these trees in a safe manner.  Cllr McCreadie suggested the 
      Parish Tree Warden’s details should also be included within the Emergency Plan as point of contact.  
      Further to discussion it was agreed that in the first instance as this is Forestry land and also a Public 
      Right of Way the Parish Clerk would write to the Forestry Commission in order to ask them to clear the 
      footpath.  It was agreed it this solution fails then Cllr Bodkin would contact a local tree contractor to ask 
      him to provide a quotation for clearing these trees.
10. Play Area
      The Parish Clerk confirmed the Play Area could remain open during the latest lockdown.
11.   Any other matters arising
        Cllr McCreadie raised concerns that the VAS sign sited in the village was no longer flashing.  Cllr 

        Bodkin who had recently taken on responsibility for this advised the battery must require changing to 

        which he confirmed he would do.
        Cllr Parker suggested that going forward when consultations are received he felt a process should be 

        adhered to in respect of councillors responding to these.  Further to discussion it was agreed when 

        consultations are received the Parish Clerk would inform councillors of the consultation and state a 

        receipt and response date for comments to be received.  

        Cllr Parker urged councillors to look at the recent Greenprint Forum newsletter received and suggested 

        that going forward the Parish Clerk could flag up any consultations the Parish Council should be 

        responding to and suggested she could head the email with the title of the consultation.
        Cllr Bodkin suggested the Parish Council should begin the process of thinking about what the village 
        could look like in 5–10 years time.  The Chairman asked was Cllr Bodkin suggesting a Neighbourhood 
        Plan should be implemented and confirmed former Cllr McDonald had looked into this process and it 

        had proved to be costly and time consuming.
        Cllr Bodkin asked for an update on the Alde & Ore Community Partnership meetings as it appeared 

        Sudbourne was not represented at the last meeting. The Chairman confirmed he was still the Parish 

        representative but had given his apologies for the last meeting.  The Chairman provided an update in 

        respect of these meetings.
10.   Public Forum 
           There were no members of the public present.  
There being no further comments or discussion the Chairman thanked Councillors for attending and formally closed the meeting at 8.40pm
Signed:…………………………………, Chairman,

Dated:…………………..............
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