SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 25TH MARCH 2025 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Hannah Backhouse




Cllr Ginny Haynes

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present.
1.
Public Forum

      The member of the public present stated he had attended the meeting to stand for the

      co-option.  This agenda item was brought forward to the top of the agenda.

2. To receive Apologies for Absence


 There were none.

3. Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda 


There were none.
3.1 – To consider any dispensations

None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid had sent apologies. A written report had been received and circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.


4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson
 
District Cllr Wilson was not present. No written report had been received. 

4.3 Parish Clerk

Nothing to report.
5. To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28th January 2025 
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  4 in Favour, 
1 Abstention.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 28th January 2025 

6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update
The Parish Clerk reported that District Cllr Wilson had informed her that he thought things were moving forward.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would contact District Cllr Wilson for an update and highlight that the Parish Council would like the fence removed and the land reinstated if the jumps were not to return.  It was noted the Parish Council were prepared to have a work party to assist in carrying out this work.  Action – Parish Clerk to contact District Cllr Wilson.
6.2 – Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update
Cllr Backhouse reported that most parents from Sudbourne drove their children to school due to the cost of the school bus. It was agreed this matter could be removed from future agendas and monitored accordingly.

6.3 – Solar Powered Speed Sign update
The Parish Clerk provided an update regarding funding and reported on the replacement post required. Action – Parish Clerk to apply for funding and arrange for the current post to be replaced. 
6.4 - Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update 
The Parish Clerk confirmed she had sent an email to the landowner but had not received a response. Action – Chairman to liaise with landowner.
7.
Parish Council matters
 
7.1 - Parish Council Co-option
This item was moved to the start of the meeting.

Terry Langridge gave a brief report as to why he wished to join the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Terry and asked him to leave the room as part of the statutory co-option procedure.  There was a formal vote and it was Unanimously Approved that Terry Langridge should be co-opted onto the Parish Council.  The Chairman welcomed Terry to the Parish Council and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.


7.2 - Sizewell C and other energy projects update 

Cllr Parker reported that himself and the Chairman would be attending a meeting at Snape.  He advised that no final financial decision has been made regarding Sizewell C. Councillors voiced their concerns regarding the trees that had been felled around Leiston and the surrounding area.
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment

Bank Balances – As at 3rd February 2025 (Date of Statement)

Lloyds Current Account £2,190.77 Play Area Account £2,550.65

8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment
 
Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse. All in Favour. The Parish Clerk reported that a VAT reclaim had been received and bank interest was going down. 
8.2 – To Approve Donations
It was Unanimously Approved the same donations as last year would be given as follows: 
       
£100 .00 - Sudbourne Churchyard

        
£100.00 – Sudbourne Village Hall
 

        
£100.00 – Suffolk Accident & Rescue 



8.3 – To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System
The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.
8.4 – To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit 
The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris. All in Favour.
8.5 – To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register 
The Annual Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved without amendment.
8.6 – To carry out a review of Parish Council's Risk Assessment 
The Annual Review was carried out and subject to a minor amendment this was Unanimously Approved.
8.7 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council's Standing Orders
The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.
9.
Planning 

New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

None received


Update on Existing Applications:-
 
Planning Ref: DC/24/4368/FUL

Proposal: Construction of a single storey rear extension 
Address: 1 Long Row, Snape Road, Sudbourne 
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by ESC.

Planning Ref: DC/24/4221/FUL
Proposal: Alterations and Extensions 
Address: Corner Farm Cottage, Snape Road, Sudbourne 
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by ESC.
10.
Correspondence

The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received as follows:-
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Volunteer Group – The Parish Clerk reported that she had responded to the correspondence received providing details regarding The Link magazine so that an article for volunteers could be included within a future edition.

Grass cutting and spraying around The Close sign – The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received correspondence from East Suffolk Services confirming the area around the sign at The Close would no longer be sprayed but this area would still be included within the grass cutting schedule when due.
11.
Play Area 

Nothing to report.

12.
Roads, Rights of Way

It was reported there was a new sign on Ferry Lane. The Parish Clerk was asked to report again the damaged signs from Fiveways to Chillesford and at Smokey House.
13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders 
It was reported that the defibrillator had not been listed on Circuit but the Parish Clerk confirmed she had now added this. Cllr Haynes asked for the bins at the Village Hall to be monitored again as she felt these should not be sited in front of the defibrillator.  Cllr Parker suggested moving the defibrillator could be an option. It was agreed the Parish Clerk would contact Curles and ask the Village Hall committee for permission to move the defibrillator. Action – Parish Clerk to contact Village Hall committee and Curles Electrical. 
14.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting

Approval of 2024/25 End of Year Accounts

15.
Public Forum
 
There were no members of the public present.

16.
Date of next meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual General Meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 27th May 2025 at 7:00pm in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman formally closed the meeting at 8:10pm


Signed: ........................................... Chairman,             Dated: ....................................................
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