SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH NOVEMBER 2025
IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)    



Cllr Mike Morris


Cllr Bill Parker







Cllr Hannah Backhouse

Cllr Ginny Haynes
In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.

1.
Public Forum

       There were no members of the public present.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence
       There were none.

3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations


None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid

County Cllr Reid was not present. A written report had been received and circulated to all Councillors and this was taken as read.

4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson

District Cllr Wilson was not present. The October report had been circulated to all Councillors and was taken as read. Cllr Parker advised on the Environment Fund. Cllr Morris asked about Devolution and how many Wards there would be to which it was unclear.

4.3 Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported the Spring Bulbs had been picked up and she suggested a Work Party could be held to plant them. The Chairman agreed to advertise for Work Party volunteers on Facebook and suggested the Village Hall Management Committee could be asked if some bulbs could be planted outside the Village Hall.
The Parish Clerk reported that the bus shelter was last repaired in 2000 and all restoration work had now been completed.  Thanks were given to Aaron Rose for completing this work.

5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd September 2025
The draft minutes had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris. 4 in Favour, 1 Abstention. The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting.
6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd September 2025
6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update

The Chairman reported that District Cllr Wilson had advised the fencing would be removed on 21st October 2025, however the fencing was still in place. Cllr Haynes reported that there were signs up stating this would be down by end of 2025. Action - Parish Clerk to email Cllr Wilson to request he contact his Forestry England representative for a specific confirmed date and details of how the area is going to be managed in the future.
6.2 – Solar Powered Speed Sign update

The Parish Clerk reported she had brought the sign to the Village Hall ready for installation and confirmed that Cllr McGinity from Butley had emailed written instructions on how to install the sign. She advised that County Cllr Reid had funded £1,169 and District Cllr Tim Wilson had funded £400 towards the cost of the sign but the total cost excluding VAT is £2,250 which leaves a shortfall of £681.00 to the Parish Council. It was agreed the budgets for Training, Scribe Accounts software, Tree Inspections and Defibrillator had not been spent this year and these totalled £578. 
The Parish Clerk reported the current account was in good order with a balance of £4,844.45 but pointed out that the General Reserves at year end would take a dip and consideration may be needed for a slight rise in the Precept to reflect this. It was noted also that the Parish Clerk would apply for some funding towards the bus shelter works from County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson. 
6.3 - Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update

The Chairman reported she had spoken to the landowner's son and they were open to discussion in respect of this matter. The Chairman agreed to supply them with a list of questions to consider and has asked for a face-to-face discussion following the list of questions being considered. Some concerns were raised regarding costs to implement this footpath. Action – Cllr Parker to liaise with PROW at Suffolk County Council and draft a list of questions for the landowner.
6.4 – Emergency Plan – Formation of a Working Group update

Cllr Backhouse reported that her father John Backhouse, who was chairman of the Orford Emergency Plan, had suggested Sudbourne could be part of the Orford plan and a new joint Emergency Plan could be formed. Cllr Parker suggested the Village Hall should be asked if they would like to be a member of the Working Group as the Village Hall would be the Rest Centre for Sudbourne. Action – Cllr Backhouse to liaise with Orford Emergency Plan co-ordinator. Cllr Backhouse to send the Orford Emergency Plan to the Parish Clerk.
7.
Parish Council matters
7.1 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update

Cllr Parker raised concerns that the Friday Street junction is now an accident zone and there have been several accidents due to the railings and confusing road markings. He also reported that the Sizewell Tip entrance had been altered which is also very confusing. 
Cllr Parker advised that the Development Consent Order was due to be submitted the for Sealink project to which he provided details. He raised concerns regarding the bridge at Benhall as this will not be strong enough to take the weight of construction vehicles. 
7.2 - To agree 2026 Parish Council meeting dates

A list of the 2026 meeting dates had been tabled for all councillors.  These were Unanimously Approved.
8.
Finance
Bank Balances as at 30th October 2025 
Lloyds Current Account £4,844.45, Play Area Account £2,550.65

8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment

Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse. All in Favour.

8.2 - Assertion 10 Regulations (AGAR) – To inform council of new requirements

The Parish Clerk had circulated a paper regarding the new Assertion 10 requirements prior to the meeting. She reported that she had contacted Community Action Suffolk as the Parish Council website will need to be moved over to a .gov.uk website and the cost of this will be an additional £27.50 per year.

The Parish Clerk also requires a .gov.uk email address and Community Action Suffolk can provide this for the cost of £27.00 per annum. The cost of migrating the Clerk's Gmail to the new email address will be a one-off cost of £35.00. These costs were Unanimously Approved by the Council.

The Parish Clerk will prepare an IT policy and review any other policies that may need to be implemented to be in line with these requirements for Approval at the January and March 2026 meetings. The Parish Clerk will investigate if any funding is available from SALC towards the above costs.

9.
Planning

New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 

None received.


Update on Existing Applications:

Application No: DC/25/3577/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of the existing semi-detached dwellings and associated outbuildings, and the erection of a new replacement self-build dwelling with detached outbuilding (Self Build)
Address: Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by East Suffolk Council to date.


Application No: DC/25/3597/FUL
Proposal: Construction of two bay cart lodge/garage to South West of refurbished and extended house. Materials to match existing. 
Address: Meadow View, Snape Road, Sudbourne 
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by East Suffolk Council to date.


Planning Ref: DC/25/2938/FUL 
Proposal: Construction of a two-bay cart lodge measuring 7m x 6m with height of 3.9m. Brick plinth, oak frame, black feather edge cladding with slate roof. 
Address: Pathways, 1 Gorse Lane, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by East Suffolk Council with 3 Conditions.


Planning Ref: DC/25/2700/FUL 

Proposal: Conversion of residential outbuilding to form annexe.

Address: Mead Croft, School Road, Sudbourne 
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by East Suffolk Council with 5 Conditions.


Application No: DC/25/2583/FUL
Proposal: Conversion of existing redundant agricultural building to 1no. private residential dwelling (self-build) 
Address: Lodge Farm Barn, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by East Suffolk Council with 18 Conditions.
10.
Correspondence
10.1 - ESC Call for Sites – To consider correspondence received


The Parish Clerk confirmed the Call for Sites correspondence has been advertised on the website.
11.
Play Area


Nothing to report.
12.
Roads, Rights of Way
The Parish Clerk advised that she had reported the overgrown hedge on the exit of the village towards Snape to SC Highways.
13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders


There were no reports from Portfolio Holders.
14.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting

To consider the 2026/27 Budget and set the Parish Precept.
15.
Public Forum


There were no members of the public present.
16.
Date of the next meeting
The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 27th January 2026 at 7:00pm in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman formally closed the meeting at 8:15pm.

Signed: ........................................... Chairman, 

Dated: ....................................................
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