SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2024 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Matt Heyworth



Cllr Ginny Haynes


Cllr Hannah Backhouse


In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk & County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There was 1 member of the public present.
1.
Public Forum


There were no comments from the member of the public present.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

There were none.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.




3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid

A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.

County Cllr Reid commented on matters relating to the following:-

Fire at Sackers Scrap Yard in Great Blakenham  and urged the Parish Council to encourage residents to dispose of batteries in the correct way. 

He confirmed that SCC had formally Objected to the NSIPs energy projects. 

Work carried out by Suffolk Trading Standards.

Gull Wing Bridge in Lowestoft had opened at the end of August.

The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  Cllr Parker made enquires regarding the NSIPs projects and asked what action has been taken by SCC to which Cllr Reid provided clarification and confirmed some local parishes were receiving information regarding these projects and he would be very happy to copy this information to Sudbourne Parish Council going forward.
4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson 

Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson. No written report had been received
       4.3 Parish Clerk 
       The Parish Clerk reported she had been looking at details regarding Solar Speed Signs to which she 

       provided details and advised she had also been informed that the Sizewell C Community Fund should 
       provide grant funding for this sign.  Action – Parish Clerk to ask what pole is required for the sign, 
       what data is stored and what options there are for the wording that flashes up to drivers?      
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 23rd July 2024
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Heywood.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 23rd July 2024
6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update

Cllr Parker confirmed he had met with District Cllr Wilson in respect of this matter and reported that himself and District Cllr Wilson had been progressing the matter with Forestry England.  He reported that Forestry England had confirmed they had been liaising with some of the organisers in respect of the jumps and their interest isn’t there.  Cllr Parker advised that District Cllr Wilson was trying to negotiate in respect of the insurance and confirmed that he had informed Forestry England that Sudbourne is very keen to have the jumps back.

6.2 – Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update 

Cllr Backhouse confirmed parents were still having to email for their child’s place on the bus each term and were still having to pay for a seat.  Action – Parish Clerk to email SCC.

7.
Parish Council matters
7.1 – Sizewell C Community Fund & to consider correspondence received 

The Chairman confirmed correspondence had been received from a local resident and this had been circulated to all councillors to which she gave details.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow the local resident who had sent this correspondence to comment.  There was a discussion and it was agreed the proposal for enhancing the facilities at the Village Hall via the Sizewell C Community Fund would be pursued and put to the Village Hall Management Committee to see if this project could be taken forward and discussed with Suffolk Community Foundation who are overseeing the Sizewell C Community Fund.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for his correspondence and comments and reconvened the meeting.

It was agreed the Clerk should also liaise with Suffolk Community Foundation in respect of funding for a Solar Speed sign.
7.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update and to consider correspondence received from East Suffolk Communities Energy Partnership 
Cllr Parker had circulated an email to all councillors with an update in respect of these projects and advised there was still lots of uncertainty relating to the proposals.  He gave details regarding various 
consultations that were taking place over the next few months and confirmed that he had responded to the most recent consultation and had commented on matters relating to traffic monitoring and proposed congestion at Snape crossroads and Melton traffic lights.  Finally, Cllr Parker advised he was unsure if he would be able to attend the next East Suffolk Community Energy Projects meeting.
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

       Income received since the last meeting

       None

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary August’24)




£  166.66

       Bank Balances – At 13th August’24 (Date of statement)

       Play Area Account






£2,473.77

       Current Account






£4,599.61

       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    45.40

       Natasha Hodge (Play Area repairs)



£    33.47

       Playsafety Ltd (Annual Play Inspection)



£    93.60

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment (to also 

       include the agreed insurance renewal cost) was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  

       All in Favour.  
       8.2 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal – To consider quotations received 

       The Parish Clerk had tabled details of the quotations received.  It was RESOLVED the Parish 

       Council would renew their policy with Community Action Suffolk via Ansvar at the premium of 

       £276.95.

9.
Planning
               New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
        None received      
        Update on Existing Applications:-
        Nothing to report

10.
Correspondence

Nothing to report.
11.
Play Area
       11.1 – Outcome of Annual Play Inspection 

       The Parish Clerk confirmed the work party had proved to be very successful and the Annual Play 

       Inspection had been carried out just days prior to the Chairman carrying out the repairs required but it 

       was agreed all that had been raised within the report had now been covered and thanks were given to 

       the Chairman for carrying out these repairs.
12.
Roads, Rights of Way
       12.1 – Damaged/Faded road signs update – (Taken whilst County Cllr Reid was still present)
       County Cllr Reid reported he had replaced some road signs in Butley via his Locality Budget and it was 

       suggested that a priority list for matters needing attention in Sudbourne could be sent to County Cllr 

       Reid for him to put forward to his Engineer for assessment.  Cllr Parker suggested that faded 30pmh 

       signs could be replaced with a cheaper version i.e. a sticker to which County Cllr Reid provided 

       clarification.  Cllr Parker urged SCC to find a cheaper way to repair these signs.  Cllr Parker asked if 

       road signs just required cleaning were the Parish Council allowed to carry out this work.  County Cllr

       Reid advised they were if they were willing to be trained by SCC and any work would then be permitted 
       to be carried out under SCC’s Self Help Scheme.   Action – Parish Clerk to make enquires regarding 
       SCC’s Self Help Scheme.  Log all damaged/faded signs via SCC’s Highways Reporting Tool.  
       Report the flooding at Crag Pit Cottages and Blacklands Lane and request the gulper machine is 
       sent to clear any blocked drains.
       The Chairman closed the meeting to allow the member of the public present to comment.  The member 

       of the public present raised concerns regarding the signs from Snape directing heavy goods vehicles via 
       Sudbourne and suggested these signs should be directed via Tunstall to which County Cllr Reid

       provided clarification.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for his comment and 

       reconvened the meeting.
       12.2 – Grass verges/Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sud to Iken
       Cllr Parker confirmed that District Cllr Wilson is very supportive of this proposal.  Cllr Heyworth 

       confirmed who owned the land and advised that he was willing to put the Parish Council in touch with 
       them.  Action – Cllr Parker to draft a letter to the landowner and circulate. 
       Cllr Parker confirmed the Southern end of the village may not be possible to have a linking footpath to 
       Fiveways junction to which he gave details.

       Cllr Parker gave details regarding cycle access through the forest and the response sent to the ESC’s 

       Walking & Cycling Consultation.  He reported that he was aware there was over £1 million unspent
       monies available so some funding for cycle paths may still be available.

       Cllr Parker reported that District Cllr Wilson had spoken to East Suffolk Services regarding the spraying 

       that had taken place this year at The Close causing some trees to be poisoned by the chemicals used and 
       confirmed this location had been removed but hoped this is just for the spraying and not the cutting too.
13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders


Nothing to report.

14.
Public Forum
       The member of the public present raised concerns that the road sign for Long Row was in the hedge.
15.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 26th November 2024 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the member of the public for his comments and the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:45pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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