SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23RD JULY 2024 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Matt Heyworth



Cllr Ginny Haynes


Cllr Hannah Backhouse


In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1.
Public Forum


There were no members of the public present.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

There were none.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.




3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4. Election of Vice Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Backhouse should continue in the role of Vice Chairman if she was willing, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.  Cllr Backhouse was duly Elected and it was agreed she would sign her Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the September meeting.
5.
To receive the following reports:-

5.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.
5.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson 

District Cllr Wilson was not present. No written report had been received.  Cllr Parker reported he was due to meet with District Cllr Wilson on Wednesday 24th July 2024 in respect of various matters.
       5.3 Parish Clerk – To include update on Sizewell C Community Fund Event 

       The Parish Clerk reported on an event she had recently attended in respect of the Sizewell C Community 
       Fund.  She provided details regarding the criteria for this funding and confirmed it would be running for 
       several years and urged the Parish Council to consider any projects that could be applied for.  It was 
       agreed this matter would be an ongoing agenda item.

       She reported that she had applied for some free Spring bulbs from ESC Spring in Bloom Campaign and 

       would hear if the Parish Council had been successful in the Autumn.  The Parish Clerk advised she had 

       seen on the Community Facebook page some local parishioners were asking if the Parish had ordered 
       a free portrait of the King.  Further to this the Clerk confirmed she had ordered this and it should be 

       arriving shortly.  This would be placed in the Village Hall.  Finally, the Parish Clerk confirmed the 

       Annual Play Inspection had been booked and this would take place during September.

6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 28th May 2024
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  5 in Favour.  1 Abstention.

The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      7.
Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 28th May 2024
7.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update

The Chairman reported since the last meeting District Cllr Tim Wilson had been in touch with Forestry England and the decision on the future of the jumps had been delayed due to insurance reasons.  It was agreed the Parish Council should continue to engage and look to arrange a meeting with Forestry England.  It was agreed this matter should also remain on future agendas until a decision had been made. 

7.2 – Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update 

Cllr Backhouse confirmed children from Sudbourne had to reapply every term for their seat on the bus and advised there was a charge for this service to which she gave details.  It was agreed the Parish Council would continue to raise this matter with County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson and this item would also remain on future agendas.
8.
Parish Council matters
8.1 – Resolution for the Parish Council to consider Adopting the General Power of Competence

A paper had been sent to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk gave details in respect of this paper and it was RESOLVED the Parish Council would Adopt the General Power of Competence.     
8.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update & to consider correspondence received from National Grid - Sea Link: Upcoming further consultation between 8 July and 11 August 2024
Cllr Parker reported since the General Election it would be up to the newly formed Government to make any future decisions but he was aware the final investment decision may not be made until next year. 
Cllr Parker reported it had been agreed that Nautilus which will be bringing power from Belgium would be coming via Friston.  It was agreed Cllr Parker would review the latest consultation and draft a response on behalf of the Parish Council. 
The Parish Clerk gave details regarding correspondence received from East Suffolk Communities Energy Partnership (ESCEP) and confirmed they were asking for permission to include Sudbourne Parish Council as a signatory on a letter inviting Ed Miliband to a meeting with Town and Parish Council’s on Tuesday 3rd September 2024 at 6:30pm at the Britten Studio, Snape Maltings.  It was Unanimously Agreed the Parish Council be included as a signatory within this letter.
9.
Finance
       9.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

       Income received since the last meeting

       None

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary June’24)





£  166.66

       Bank Balances – As at 30th May 2024




Play Area Account



£2,473.77




Current Account



£5,427.26

       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    48.82

       Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)



£    20.30

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

       Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  
       9.2 - To carry out a review of the NALC updated Financial Regulations

       A copy of the updated NALC Financial Regulations had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 

       meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.
10.
Planning
               New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
        None received      
        Update on Existing Applications:-
        Nothing to report

11.
Correspondence

Nothing to report.
12.
Play Area
       12.1 – To consider date for a Work Party 

       It was agreed a work party to carry out cleaning and maintenance at the play area would be held on    

       Saturday 7th September at 10am.  Action – Parish Clerk to circulate copy of the latest Annual 
       Inspection report.

       12.2 – Repairs to Nest Swing update
       The Parish Clerk reported repairs to the nest swing would be covered by Kompan under the warranty 

       and confirmed the rope would be replaced by chains.

13.
Roads, Rights of Way
       13.1 – Damaged/Faded road signs

       It was agreed the Parish Council should look into replacing any damaged/faded signs.  It was also agreed 

       the costs of these signs could be funded from County Cllr Reid’s Highways budget. Cllrs Backhouse and 

       Hayworth volunteered to take photos of damaged/faded signs around the village and Cllr Morris offered 
       to assist with photos from the signs on Ferry Rd. 

       Vehicle Activated Speed Sign – Cllr Backhouse reported the charger needed replacing.  Action – 
       Parish Clerk to contact Westcotec.  It was also agreed the Parish Council could look into the cost of

       purchasing a solar sign and apply for some funding to cover these costs.  Action – Parish Clerk to 
       make enquires to councils with Solar speed signs such as Melton.  
       13.2 – Ongoing flooding update
       The Parish Clerk advised she had reported the ongoing flooding issues at Crag Pit Cottages via SCC’s 

       online reporting tool.  Concerns were raised regarding a blocked drain in Blacklands Lane and it was 

       suggested that SCC should be asked to send their heavy duty drain cleaning machinery to clear this 

       drain. 
14.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders

       Village Hall – The Chairman reported the Village Hall Management Committee had received £1000.00 

       from District Cllr Wilson’s Enabling Community Budget towards the replacement of the windows.

15.
Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 24th September 2024 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:22pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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