SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Vacant Position
Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA
Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: sudbourneparishclerk@gmail.com
                  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON
 TUESDAY 23RD MARCH 2021 AT 7:00PM VIA ZOOM
        Present:   
Cllr S. McCreadie


Cllr J. Bodkin




Cllr J. Cooper



Cllr B. Parker

In attendance: Jo Peters, Parish Clerk, County Cllr Andrew Reid and District Cllr Herring.  There was 1 member of the public present.

1. Election of Chairman

The Parish Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman.  There were no nominations for this role.  It was agreed that Cllr Suvi McCreadie would chair this meeting.
2. To receive apologies for absence
       Apologies were accepted from Cllr Ginny Haynes.
        3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest 

       There were none.
        3.1. To consider any dispensations 

None received.
4. 
Reports

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid
      County Cllr Reid had sent a written report to which had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the 

      meeting.  Councillors reviewed this report and took it as read.  Cllr Bodkin raised concerns regarding 

      potholes following the recent snow and ice.  Cllr McCreadie suggested that Cllr Bodkin could notify the 

      Parish Clerk in respect of these and requested that she also raised this matter with County Cllr Andrew 

      Reid in order to ask what the County Council proposed to do.  It was suggested the Parish Clerk could 
      post the link to Suffolk County Council’s Highways Reporting Tool within the Parish Council’s website 
      and also on the Facebook page.  Cllr Parker raised concerns regarding the recent newsletter produced by 
      JLAG and stated the dates stated within this were for after when the newsletter was distributed.

      County Cllr Reid reported on ANPR cameras that were going to be sited in conjunction with Suffolk        

      Constabulary within towns and villages to try and reduce speeding.  He advised within SCC’s agreed 

      budget there was £40 million worth of additional spending with no cuts to services.  County Cllr Reid 
      confirmed the drainage budget had been doubled from £2 million to £4 million and gave details 

      regarding Highways plans to recover and repair roads as a result of the recent bad weather.  County Cllr 
      Reid gave details regarding the Quiet Lanes Scheme and confirmed about 350 lanes had been put 
      forward across the County to be included within this scheme.  Cllr Bodkin asked why Suffolk had not 
      received any funding for Rural Transport and raised concerns that traffic still appeared to be busy on 
      Quiet Lanes already implemented within the local area.  Finally, Cllr Bodkin raised concerns regarding 
      the VAS sign post that had been requested to be sited at a 2nd location on Snape Rd but was rejected by 
      SCC.  County Cllr Reid confirmed funding had not been received for Rural Transport and advised this 
      matter was being looked into.  County Cllr Reid gave details regarding a Bus Back Better scheme and 
      confirmed this was also being looked into by SCC.  He provided information regarding the Quiet Lanes 
      Scheme and stated he hoped some roads would be put forward for Sudbourne.  He suggested the Parish 

      Clerk should send the details regarding the VAS sign post to him in order so he could look into this 
      matter further.  Cllr Bodkin stated the site put forward opposite the Chequers would be most suitable.
      County Cllr Reid reported on the JLAG March Newsletter and agreed the information regarding 

      registering for the Preliminary Meeting should have been distributed sooner.  Cllr McCreadie thanked 

      County Cllr Reid for his comments.
      4.2 District Councillor Ray Herring
District Cllr Herring reported that East Suffolk Council had a 0% increase in their element of the Council Tax bill for 2021/22 despite a loss of income from car parks and leisure centres.  He confirmed ESC had given grants to businesses during COVID-19 and reported a large part of his Enabling Community Budget had also been spent on COVID related projects.  District Cllr Herring reported leisure centres were re-opening on Monday 12th April 2021.  He gave details regarding the forthcoming Elections on 6th May 2021 for the Police Commissioner and Suffolk County Council.  District Cllr Herring advised he had noted increased reports of fly tipping and urged Councillors to report these to Suffolk Coastal Norse.  He reported ESC were supporting towns with development of broadband facilities and this was being rolled out in Framlingham and would also be introduced in other local towns.  District Cllr Herring encouraged the Council to continue to support local businesses.  Cllr McCreadie thanked District Cllr Herring for his report. 
Cllr McCreadie advised there had been some fly tipping on land within Sudbourne that is owned by the Forestry Commission and it had proved difficult to get SC Norse to come out and clear this.  District Cllr Herring provided advice and offered his assistance going forward if there were any fly tipping issues within Sudbourne.  Cllr Parker raised concerns regarding dog thefts within the local area and stated that awareness needed to be raised in respect of this matter.  
      4.3 Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk thanked David Robinson for all his hard work whilst carrying out the role of Chairman 

      and suggested ideas for a gift.  It was agreed up to £50.00 would be spent.
5.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th January 2021
       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th January 2021 had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Bodkin provided clarification regarding comments made by himself in respect of a Neighbourhood Plan.  It was suggested this wording could be amended to read “one option could be to revisit the option regarding a Neighbourhood Plan at the July Parish Council meeting”.  Subject to this minor amendment these were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Cooper.  All in Favour.  It was agreed these minutes would be signed by Cllr McCreadie as a true record of the meeting.
6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th January 2021
Cllr Parker informed the Parish Council the next Alde & Ore Community Partnership meeting was due to take place on 20th April and volunteered to attend this meeting on behalf of the Parish.  It was suggested the Parish Clerk should write to David Robinson to ask if he would like to continue to represent the Parish at these meetings and if he wished to stand down the Council would be delighted to take up Cllr Parker’s kind offer.
Cllr McCreadie advised further to the last meeting she had contacted the Village Hall Management Committee in respect of the possible siting of an Electric Vehicle Charging Unit at the Village Hall but they had decided against this to which she provided details.  Cllr Parker advised he had liaised with Peter Frost from Suffolk County Council and it was agreed this matter was a good idea but would not be viable in Sudbourne.  

Cllr Cooper asked if Blackland’s Lane would be put forward as a Quiet Lane and gave details regarding a comment made on the Sudbourne Facebook page regarding School Rd/Ferry Rd also being included within this scheme.
Thanks were offered to Cllr Bodkin for arranging for the fallen tree at the end of Blackland’s Lane to be removed from blocking the footpath.

Cllr Bodkin confirmed the VAS sign had been recharged and had now been handed over to Orford & Gedgrave PC.

7.   Parish Council Matters
      7.1 – Election of Vice Chairman

      It was agreed this item would be deferred until the May meeting.

      7.2 – Emergency Plan/COVID-19 Parish response
      Cllr Bodkin reported the current Emergency Plan was now out of date and suggested this should be 

      redrafted to fit a single page to which he provided details.  Cllr Bodkin volunteered to re-draft this 

      document.   Cllr McCreadie thanked Cllr Bodkin for offering to carry out this work and suggested 

      matters relating to COVID-19 should also be included.  Cllr Bodkin raised concerns regarding lack of 

      mobile phone signal within the village and suggested the Parish Council should look to fund the 

      installation of a phone line and broadband within Sudbourne Village Hall.  The Parish Clerk confirmed 

      ESC’s Community Partnership would be willing to fund installation of a telephone line and broadband in 

      the Village Hall but highlighted there would be ongoing costs for this service.  It was suggested the 

      Village Hall Management Committee may be able to contribute towards any ongoing broadband costs.  
      Cllr Bodkin volunteered to investigate this matter in conjunction with the Village Hall Management 
      Committee and report back.
      7.3 – Sizewell C Preliminary Meetings update

      Cllr Parker reported he had represented the Parish Council at the Preliminary Meeting to which he 
      provided details.  He advised Community Impacts would be looked into and this is where matters raised 

      by Sudbourne Parish Council would be covered.  Cllr McCreadie thanked Cllr Parker for attending this 

      meeting on behalf of the Council.  It was agreed copies of Sizewell C consultation responses could be 
      placed within the Parish Council’s website.  Cllr Parker advised SCC were hosting a legal briefing on 
      20th April 2021 to which he gave details.
8.   Finance

8.1 To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure and Items for Authorisation of Payment     

Income

11th January 2021
Bank Interest




£       0.01

9th February 2021
Bank Interest




£       0.01

Expenditure

4th January 2021    
Clerks Salary




£     96.15

4th January 2021 
EACH Annual Donation


£     50.00

4th January 2021
CAB Annual Donation 



£     50.00

4th January 2021
Suffolk Accident & Rescue Service Donation
£     50.00

4th January 2021
Sudbourne Churchyard Annual Donation
£     50.00

4th January 2021
Sudbourne Village Hall Annual Donation 
£   100.00

4th January 2021
Clerk’s Expenses



£     99.30

4th January 2021
CAS (Annual Website Fee)


£     60.00

3rd February 2021    Clerks Salary



£     96.15

22nd February 2021  Cllr Robinson (Gifts Sue and Andrew)

£     39.99

22nd February 2021  HMRC (PAYE – Parish Clerk) 


£   125.60

25th February 2021   Clerk’s Expenses



£     99.30

Bank Balances: (as at 1st March 2021)




Community Account



£4,355.71




Current Account



£   416.79




Interest Account



£   800.00

      Invoices to be Approved


      HMRC (PAYE) - £125.60
      Tim Will (Removal of Tree at Blackland’s Lane) - £50.00
      Approval for the Income & Expenditure Financial Statement and Items for Authorisation of Payment

      was proposed by Cllr Bodkin, Seconded by Cllr Cooper.  All in Favour.
8.2 - To carry out a review of the Parish Council Cheque Signatories for the Lloyds Account
It was Unanimously Agreed Cllrs Parker and Haynes would be added as cheque signatories to the Lloyds Account.
8.3 - To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System
      This document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review was carried 

      out and Proposed for Approval by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Bodkin.  All in Favour.
8.4 - To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit
This document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review was carried 

out and Proposed for Approval by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Cooper.  All in Favour.

Cllr Bodkin asked if councillors would receive any training going forward.  It was agreed once SALC were carrying out face-to-face Bespoke Training Sessions the Parish Clerk would look into organising this for later in the year.
8.5 - To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register
This document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review was carried 

out and Proposed for Approval by Cllr Cooper, Seconded by Cllr Bodkin.  All in Favour.

Cllr Parker queried the cost value of the streetlights within the Parish.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would investigate this with Suffolk County Council.
8.6 - To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment

This document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the COVID-19 information included within this document.  Cllr McCreadie suggested the defibrillator should be included within this document.  Cllr Bodkin suggested more awareness needed to be raised in respect of the defibrillator.  Cllr Parker suggested lack of council members should also be included within this document.  The annual review was carried out and subject minor amendments to include the defibrillator and lack of councillors this was Proposed for Approval by Cllr McCreadie, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.

Cllr Bodkin confirmed a sign had been sited to deter people from putting the bins in front of the defibrillator.  It was agreed Cllr Bodkin would monitor this situation and report back at the May Parish Council meeting.

9.   Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

      None received.
      Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      

      Planning Ref: DC/21/0424/FUL
      Proposal: Proposed rear facing dormer to place existing rooflights including other works to 
      existing dwelling. 
      Address: 16 The Courtyard, Sudbourne Park, Sudbourne
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

      Planning Ref: DC/21/0557/FUL
      Proposal: Proposed replacement of existing garage/store with Home Office.
      Address: Willow Tree House, Snape Road, Gorse Lane, Sudbourne 
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

10. Correspondence
10.1 – To consider correspondence received from Natural England - Notification of publication of Coastal Access Reports: Bawdsey to Aldeburgh
Cllr Bodkin reported he walked this route regularly and confirmed costal path access was good and asked what the Alde & Ore Community Partnership were going to do to protect this.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk should respond to Natural England to confirm Sudbourne Parish Council were in favour of the existing good access to the coastal path and hoped this could be protected even in the event of flood protection works being carried out.
10.2 – To consider correspondence received from ESC - East Suffolk Sustainable Construction Supplementary Planning Document & Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule
      Cllr McCreadie provided details regarding the correspondence received.  It was agreed the Parish 

      Council would acknowledge receipt of this correspondence but regrettably the Parish Council would not 
      respond due to lack of resources.
     Cllr McCreadie provided details regarding correspondence received regarding the Climate and Ecological 

     Emergency (CEE) Bill.  It was agreed the Parish Council would acknowledge receipt of this 
     correspondence but regrettably would not respond due to lack of resources.
11. Play Area
      The Parish Clerk confirmed she would liaise with Mick Eldridge regarding repairs required to the fence 

      and gate.  It was also suggested the Parish Council could ask Mick Eldridge if he could clean the 

      equipment prior to the next inspection.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with Mick Eldridge.
12. Any other matters arising
        Concerns were raised regarding the bus shelter.  Cllr Parker confirmed he had recently carried out some 

      general tidying but reported overall the bus shelter was in the need of some TLC.  It was agreed the 
      bench and some of the panels required repairing.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with Mick Eldridge.
      Cllr Cooper reported she had sent an article to The Link to advertise for new councillors to 

      fill the 2 vacant Parish Council seats.
13. Public Forum 
        A member of the public asked for information regarding the reports discussed at this meeting.  Cllr 

      McCreadie confirmed these reports were attached to the draft minutes and put on the Parish Council’s 

      website.  
      A member of the public asked for information regarding the play area to which Cllr McCreadie 

      provided clarification.

There being no further comments or discussion Cllr McCreadie thanked Councillors for attending and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm
*********************************

The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual General Meeting will be held on 25th May 2021
Signed:…………………………………, Cllr McCreadie,
     Dated:…………………..............
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