SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 22ND JULY 2025 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker







Cllr Hannah Backhouse




Cllr Ginny Haynes

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and County Cllr Reid.  There were no members of the public present.

Election of Chair for this meeting - It was Unanimously Approved that Cllr Backhouse would chair this meeting in the absence of Cllr Hodge, Chairman.
1.
Public Forum

      There were no members of the public present.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Hodge, Chairman.  The Parish Clerk reported that Terry Langridge had submitted his resignation from the Parish Council.  Action - Parish Clerk to inform East Suffolk Council.

3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda 

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations

None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-

4.1 County Councillor Andrew Reid 

A written report had been received from County Cllr Reid.  Cllr Reid highlighted matters relating to the 

following:-


Latest Dementia Forum held

Suffolk Libraries - Confirmed 45 libraries were now back in house with Suffolk County Council.
Proposed Unitary Council – Work is being carried out to prepare the final business case to be submitted which is proposing a single Council for Suffolk to which he gave details and confirmed if approved there would be a single Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk and elections for this post would be held in May 2026. Cllr Parker advised there was going to be a restructure at National Trust and stated he felt that  Orfordness would be affected to which he gave details.  Cllr Backhouse thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.


4.2 District Councillor Tim Wilson
 
District Cllr Wilson was not present. No written report had been received.


4.3 Parish Clerk
The Parish Clerk reported that Aaron Rose would send some details over giving options and costs to repair/update the bus shelter.
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 27th May 2025 
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Haynes. All in Favour. The minutes were signed by Cllr Backhouse, Acting Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
6.
Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 27th May 2025

6.1 – BMX Bike Jumps update
The Parish Clerk confirmed she had nothing further to report in respect of this ongoing matter. It was suggested the Parish Clerk should email District Cllr Wilson advising that in 2 weeks the Parish Council would dismantle the fencing and look to reinstate the land unless positive feedback is received. 
The Parish Clerk asked County Cllr Reid for his view on this matter and County Cllr Reid stated he felt that the Parish Council should not remove the fencing as it is Forestry Commission property.  Action - Parish Clerk to forward Forestry Commission contact details to County Cllr Reid who offered to assist.  Cllr Parker provided background information to County Cllr Reid in respect of this matter.


6.2 – Solar Powered Speed Sign update
The Parish Clerk advised she is still waiting for Suffolk County Council to replace the VAS post to site a Solar Speed Sign.  County Cllr Reid agreed to chase up Jonathan Shaw at Suffolk County Council.  Action - Parish Clerk to forward emails to County Cllr Reid.


6.3 - Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update 

This item was deferred to the next meeting.
7.
Parish Council matters

7.1 – Election of Vice Chairman 

Cllr Hannah Backhouse was Unanimously Elected as Vice Chairman.  The Declaration of Acceptance 


form was duly signed by Cllr Backhouse and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.   

7.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update
Cllr Parker advised on funds given towards Sizewell C and confirmed there would be an amount added to electricity bills to cover this.  He reported that a Sealink consultation was about to begin and gave details on Solar Farms going up in various locations around the local area.  Cllr Parker confirmed the Alde & Ore Estuary Partnership would be carrying out works to improve the sea wall from Snape to Aldeburgh to which he gave details. The Vice Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for his report.
8.
Finance

Bank Balances as at 1st July 2025 - Current Account £6,510.41, Play Area Account £2,550.65

8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Haynes. All in Favour.
9.
Planning

New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)


Application No: DC/25/2583/FUL


Proposal: Conversion of existing redundant agricultural building to 1no. private residential dwelling 

(self-build)


Address: Lodge Farm Barn , Ferry Road, Sudbourne


The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.


Update on Existing Applications:- 

Planning Ref: DC/25/2134/VOC
Proposal: Variation of Condition Nos. 2, 11, 12 and 13 of DC/23/0724/FUL - Replacement of Existing semi-detached houses/garages with new detached house (Plot 2) with detached garage and new vehicular access (all as approved previously), with revised site boundary – Amended drawings, visibility splays, purposes of manoeuvring and parking of vehicles and storage and presentation for collection/emptying of refuse and recycling bins. 
Address: Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by East Suffolk Council.
10.
Correspondence 
The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received from East Suffolk Council in respect of the latest 

consultation being held and confirmed she had posted details in respect of this on the Parish Council’s 

website.
11.
Play Area

Cllr Backhouse agreed to check the fencing and gate posts. The Parish Clerk confirmed that the Annual 
   
Inspection would be carried out in September.
12.
Roads, Rights of Way 

The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had reported the flooding outside Corner Farm to SCC.

13.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
Defibrilator – Cllr Haynes raised concerns that the bins were obstructing this piece of emergency equipment again.  Action - Parish Clerk to write to the Village Hall Management Committee to ask them to reposition the bins away from the defibrillator or suggest that the Parish Council could relocate the defibrillator with shared costs to be paid by the Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee.

Cllr Parker raised concerns regarding the recent flooding at Butley Baths to which the Parish Clerk 

advised she had reported this issue to Josh White, Suffolk County Highways.  It was felt that better 
communication was needed in Sudbourne when this area is flooded.  Action – Parish Clerk to report concerns to Butley, Capel St Andrew & Wantisden Parish Council with an aim to improve communication when the area is flooded. 


Cllr Haynes asked if the Parish Council had an Emergency Plan.  It was agreed this matter would be an 

agenda item at the next meeting.  
14.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting
Insurance Renewal, Emergency Plan, Linking Footpaths – Linking footpath from Sudbourne to Iken update.
15.
Public Forum
 
There were no members of the public present.
16.
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 23rd September 2025 at 7:00pm in Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion the Acting Chairman formally closed the meeting at 8:15pm.

Signed: ........................................... Chairman, 

Dated: ....................................................
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