
SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 26TH SEPTEMNER 2023 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Ginny Haynes




Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Natasha Hodge





Cllr Hannah Backhouse








In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were no members of the public present
In the absence of the Chairman, it was Unanimously Agreed that Cllr Hodge would chair this meeting.

The Parish Clerk reported that Cllr Suvi McCreadie had sent her resignation and advised she would be resigning from the Parish Council with immediate effect.  Cllr Hodge confirmed she had liaised with Cllr McCreadie and she would be willing to stand for Chairman at the next meeting.  Cllr Backhouse confirmed she was still willing to remain in the role of Vice Chairman.
1. Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr McCreadie.  On behalf of the Parish Council thanks were offered to Cllr McCreadie for all her hard work carried out whilst serving both as Chairman and a Parish Councillor.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

A written report had been received and was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported on activities regarding Trading Standards and confirmed the extension to be used as the Suffolk Fire & Rescue Training Centre at Wattisham had now been opened.
4.2 – District Cllr Tim Wilson
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all Councillors.
4.3 – Parish Clerk
The Parish Clerk reported she had received a reply from SALC regarding some Bespoke New Councillor Training Sessions and confirmed this training could take place over 2 sessions on Monday 16th and Monday 23rd October 2023 from 6:30-8:30pm and the cost would be £500.00 for both sessions and this cost could be split between the 3 councils that Jo Peters is Clerk to.
The Parish Clerk reported that unfortunately she would be on holiday on the date of the November Parish Council meeting and asked if Councillors had any objections to this meeting  being rescheduled to be held on Tuesday 21st November 2023. There were No Objections to this request.

5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 25th July 2023
These minutes had been previously circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  3 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  The minutes were signed by Cllr Hodge as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 25th July 2023
6.1 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign update

Cllr Backhouse reported she was now in possession of the VAS sign equipment and confirmed the sign was  now back in Sudbourne.  Cllr Hodge asked Cllr Backhouse to monitor the electricity used to charge the device and advised if need be she should claim this amount back under expenses.

6.2 – SCC Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School & Sudbourne to Orford Primary School update 

The Parish Clerk reported the Chairman was going to write to SCC regarding transport from Sudbourne to Orford Primary School and advised she was aware that Cllr Reid had followed up in respect of the Home to School Transport between Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School to which she gave details. 

Cllr Backhouse confirmed that children were still able to get the bus from Sudbourne to Orford Primary School at present.  In respect of the transport from Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School following discussion, it was agreed a joint letter from Sudbourne and Orford & Gedgrave Parish Councils as the Parish Council had been made aware that Orford also experiences these issues should be sent to SCC.  Action – Parish Clerk to compile a joint letter.

7.           Parish Council matters
7.1 – Parish Council Co-option 

It was agreed this matter would be deferred to the November Parish Council meeting.

7.2 – Chairman’s Report

In the absence of the Chairman there was nothing to report

      7.3 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update

      The Parish Clerk reported the Parish Council had recently signed the joint letter to Minister Bowie.
8.           Finance
      8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment        
     Income received since the last meeting
     None
     Payments made since the last meeting

     Jo Peters (Salary August’23)



£  153.55

     Bank Balances as at 31st August 2023
     Play Area Account





£2,009.98
     Current Account





£3,931.11

     Invoices to be Approved at this meeting

     Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)


£     51.82

     HMRC (PAYE – 2nd quarter)


£   114.60

     Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)


£     20.50

     Jo Peters (Outgoing Chairman gift)


£     25.00

     Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

     Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.      
     8.2 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal – To consider quotations received     
     Details of the quotations received had been tabled by the Parish Clerk.  The Parish Clerk provided details 
     regarding the quotations sought.  It was RESOLVED the Parish Council would renew their insurance 
     with Community Action Suffolk via Ansvar at a premium of £231.22.  It was also agreed this amount 
     would be included within the items to pay at this meeting.
     It was Unanimously Approved that due to the resignation of the Chairman the bank signatories should  

     be amended to remove Cllr McCreadie and Cllrs Hodge and Backhouse would be added.  Action – 
     Parish Clerk to obtain Bank Mandate Change form.
     It was agreed the Parish Clerk would advertise the Donations Grant Application form on the Parish 

     Council’s website in November so that any donations requested could be considered at the January Parish 

     Council meeting.

9.          Planning
     New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
     None received

     Update on existing applications:-

     Planning Ref: DC/23/2347/FUL

     Proposal: Install cladding to front facing areas of bungalow.
     Address: Shieling, Snape Road, Sudbourne
     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

     ESC with 3 conditions.

    9.1 – Erection of mobile home - 43 School Rd, Sudbourne
    The Parish Clerk had circulated an email from a neighbouring property in respect of Planning Ref   
    DC/23/2756/CLE.  Following discussion, it was agreed the Parish Council would raise this matter with  

    ESC’s Enforcement Team as it was thought the structure had been built larger than what had been 
    submitted on the plans and it was not a mobile home but more of a permanent structure.
10.       Correspondence
    10.1 – ESC Custom & Self-Build Supplementary Planning Document Consultation

    A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed 

    this was not applicable to Sudbourne.

    10.2 - Energy Project Invitation to Town & Parish Councils and sign up to letter to Minister 

    Bowie
    This matter had been covered elsewhere.
    10.3 - 20's Plenty for Suffolk Campaign 
    A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed 

    this was not applicable to Sudbourne.

    10.4 – Wildfire Risk Assessments 
    A copy of the correspondence received from a local resident was circulated to all Councillors.  It was 

    agreed the Parish Clerk should write to Forestry England in respect of this matter and it was agreed 
    the Parish Clerk would inform the local resident that she would be doing so.
11.        Play Area

    The Parish Clerk reported the annual inspection had been carried out and a copy of the report had been 

    circulated to all Councillors.  It was agreed the Parish Tree Warden would carry out the necessary repairs 

    to the fencing and cut back any overhanging branches.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she would contact 

    Kompan in respect of the matters raised regarding the nest swing as this was under guarantee.
12.       Roads, Rights of Way

    Cllr Backhouse advised she had reported the broken Give Way sign at Five Ways to SCC.    

    Cllr Morris asked if the Parish Clerk could ask Sovereign Turf to clear the sand and assess the run off 

    water flooding at the corner of Ferry Rd outside Crag Pit cottages.  Parish Clerk to also report pot holes to 

    SCC.
    Concerns were raised regarding the overgrown hedge opposite the Chequers.  It was agreed the Parish 

    Clerk would compile a letter to the landowner asking them to cut back this hedge within 14 days and 

    inform them if they fail to do so the Parish Tree Warden would carry out this work. 
13.       To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
    Cllr Hodge confirmed she was now a Trustee of the Village Hall.

    Cllr Morris advised that he had attended a briefing regarding the Energy Projects update for the local area
    and confirmed the local area would be affected.  He confirmed some Public Consultation events would 
    be held.
14.       Public Forum
    There were no members of the public present.
15.       Matters of report and items for the next meeting
    Election of Chairman and Parish Council Co-option.
16.       Date of next meeting
            The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 21st November 2023 at 7:00pm in 
            Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion Cllr Hodge thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:25pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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