SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH JULY 2022 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    
Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)

Cllr Hannah Backhouse



Cllr Bill Parker




Cllr Chris New



Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 3 members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
       A member of the public advised he was the applicant in respect of Planning Application DC/22/2369/FUL.  He provided details regarding the application.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for his comments and confirmed this application had been received and would be considered at this meeting.  Cllr New asked would there be any impact on parking.  The applicant confirmed there was already a 2nd driveway in existence.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Hodge.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 24th May 2022
               These minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Subject to a minor 

               amendment to the time of the next meeting these were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded 
               by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the 
               meeting.
      5.
Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 24th May 2022
      5.1 – VAS Speed Sign/Data Recording update

      Cllr New advised he was not in the village when Jeremy Bodkin set the sign up again in Sudbourne and 

      therefore requested this matter was deferred until the September meeting.

      5.2 - Neighbourhood Watch Scheme post – Snape Rd update

      The Chairman reported Cllr Parker had been to look at this post and he felt this was not a risk to the 

      council as the sign is attached to a telephone pole.  Action – Parish Clerk to inform the former 

      Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator Alan Tomes.

5.3 – Reinstatement of bench on the loop path at the end of Blackland’s Lane update 
The Chairman confirmed she had written to the Forestry Commission who had confirmed they would be reinstating this bench but to date there had been no further update.
6.
Parish Clerk’s Report
       The Parish Clerk reported she had meant to include within this agenda an item for Reports from 
       Portfolio Holders and therefore suggested this item should be added towards the end of the agenda for matters of report.  The Chairman confirmed this item would be added to the agenda.
       The Parish Clerk reported she had noticed the Parish Council’s noticeboard was looking very tired and 

       was also quite unstable.  The Chairman suggested the Parish Council should look into replacing this 
       item.  The Parish Clerk reported her partner Mr Aaron Rose had recently restored the noticeboard at 
       Butley and had advised he would be willing to provide a quotation to the Parish Council for their 
       consideration for the restoration of this noticeboard.  The Parish Clerk advised funding should be 
       available towards this project.  It was Unanimously Approved the Parish Council would consider a 
       quotation to restore this noticeboard from Aaron Rose.
7.
Parish Council matters
       7.1 – Chairman’s Report

       The Chairman reported she had not yet got around to looking at the nettles in the Play Area.  Cllr 

       Backhouse confirmed the nettles had been trimmed back but where the nettles were growing it was

       difficult to access to which she gave details.  It was agreed Cllr Backhouse would continue to monitor.

      Cllr Parker asked what progress had been made in respect of the damaged/faded highway signs.  The 

      Chairman confirmed these had been reported to SC Highways via their online reporting tool.  It was 
      agreed these signs would be reported again and photos would be submitted by the Parish Clerk and also 
      copy these to County Cllr Reid.  Cllr Backhouse reported a sharp bend sign had fallen down at Smokey 
      House.  Cllr Parker reported a 30mph sign had also fallen down on School Rd.  Action – Parish Clerk to 
      report faded/damaged signs to SC Highways again and Chairman to report to County Cllr Reid. 

7.2 - Parish Council Co-option 
The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed the candidate wishing to stand for co-option to the meeting.  The candidate provided a brief explanation as to why he wished to stand for co-option.  The   Chairman thanked and asked him to leave the room (as part of statutory procedure).  The Chairman advised council members that there had been another candidate who was very interested in standing for co-option but he was unfortunately not present.  It was felt by the council that it was only fair that the other candidate should also be given the opportunity to stand.  All in Favour.  The Chairman welcomed the candidate back to the meeting and informed him of this decision and advised if the other candidate was able to attend this meeting the co-option would be held or if he was unable to attend then it would be deferred until the September meeting.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.    

7.3 – Sizewell C update – Cllr Parker to report on 
Cllr Parker reported on the DCO process and confirmed the Planning Inspectorate had turned down the development of Sizewell C due to the impact on the AONB and lack of water supply to the site during construction and operation.  He reported however the Secretary of State had approved the development of Sizewell C and they had given a large range of reasons as to why.  Cllr Parker confirmed there was now a 6-week period where a juridical review could be called and if approved the case could go to court to which he gave details.  Cllr Parker advised if no judicial review is held the government investment and pension funds would need to be considered and the French government had to also decide if they want to build Sizewell C.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for his report.
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

       Income received since the last meeting

       Nil

       Bank Balances – As at 30th June 2022 
       Community Account



£4,417.63

       Current Account




£3,884.91

       Invoices to be Approved


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses)

£     76.88 

       HMRC (PAYE – Jo Peters – 1st quarter)

£   105.00

       Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)

£     42.00

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 
       Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr New.  All in Favour.
       8.2 – 1st Quarter Budget update 

       The Parish Clerk had circulated a copy of the 1st quarter budget update report to all councillors prior to 
       the meeting.  She advised there was a minor amendment to the budget line for Sundry to which she gave 
       details.  The Chairman advised the Parish Council were very grateful to Scribe for giving the accounts 
       software package for free but in her view going forward a line should be included within the budget for 
       the Scribe Accounts software.  It was RESOLVED a budget of £120.00 would be included within the 
       2022/23 budget.  Approval for 1st quarter budget was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr New.  
       All in Favour.
       8.3 – To carry out a review of the Asset Register ahead of the Parish Council’s Insurance Renewal

       A copy of the updated Asset Register had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The 

       review was carried out and it was agreed the Parish Clerk should send a copy of all the quotes to all 

       councillors, once received.  It was also agreed the Chairman and Cllr Backhouse would look into the 

       insurance value for the play area and get back to the council via email prior to the Parish Clerk seeking 

       quotations.
       Cllr Parker asked would donations be looked at again at the September meeting.  The Chairman

       confirmed these would be looked at again at the September meeting.  Cllr Parker volunteered to compile 

       a draft Grants Policy for consideration.  Action – Parish Clerk to forward draft Grants Policy to Cllr 
       Parker.
9.            Planning
       New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

       Planning Ref: DC/22/2369/FUL

       Proposal: Conversion of garage into studio annex

       Address: 7 Meadowlands, Sudbourne
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.

       Planning Ref: DC/22/2677/FUL

       Proposal: Construction of an outbuilding for use as an Annex ancillary to the existing dwelling

       Address: Crabapple Cottage, 3 Hyde Park Corner, Sudbourne
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application but raised concerns regarding access and 

       parking and how this would impact on surrounding properties.

       Applications considered since the last meeting:-
     
       Planning Ref: DC/22/2126/FUL
       Proposal: Reconstruction of side and rear extensions to create ground floor bedroom.
       Address: 78 Ferry Road, Sudbourne
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

       ESC with 3 Conditions. 
       Update on existing applications:-

       Planning reference: DC/22/0444/FUL
       Proposal: Replacement of 2 no. existing semi-detached houses and detached garages, with 2no. 
       detached dwellings and attached garages, and two new vehicular accesses.

       Address: 1 & 2 Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne  

       The Parish Council could not find any grounds for objection within the local planning framework.
       However, they were concerned that part of the planning application states that the cottages to be 
       demolished had become “increasingly difficult to let”.  

       This claim seems at odds with the fact that the cottages were let and one in particular had been 
       home to a young family for several years.  Sudbourne Parish Council stated they wished to ask 
       the ESC Planning department if concrete evidence is required to back up such claims?  
       Sudbourne Parish Council is concerned that there is a current scarcity of long-term rental 
       accommodation for local people at affordable rents.”  This application has been Granted by ESC 

       with 13 Conditions.
10.
Correspondence
       10.1 – ESC - Consultation on small scale housing in the countryside
       The Chairman confirmed Sudbourne was classed as Countryside.  She urged councillors to review this 

       consultation and submit any comments to herself by 3rd August 2022. 

       10.2 – Environment Agency - Sizewell C permits public consultation - Helping to raise 
       awareness in the community 

       The Chairman confirmed the drop-in sessions for this had now passed.  Cllr Parker confirmed he had 

       attended a drop-in session to which he provided details.  The Chairman urged councillors to review this 

       consultation and to submit any comments to herself, if applicable.
11.
Play Area

       11.1 – Update on repairs/Inspection report items outstanding 

       The Parish Clerk had circulated a copy of the play area inspection report to all councillors prior to the 

       meeting.  She confirmed that she had been informed the works to the nest swing would be carried out on 
       28th July 2022.  She advised she had applied for £500.00 towards the cost of these works from County 
       Cllr Reid’s Locality Budget and suggested the remainder of the costs could be paid from the Community 
       Account.  The Parish Clerk also confirmed within the Parish Council’s accounts there was an amount of 
       £701.79 Ear-marked CIL funds.  It was RESOLVED these repairs would be funded from the funds 
       received from County Cllr Reid and the remainder would be paid from the Community Account. 
       The Chairman confirmed further to Seth Lord at Native Gardens inspecting the tree in the play area she 

       was still awaiting a formal report and advised she would continue to chase this up.  
12. Roads, Rights of Way
        Cllr Backhouse asked would the fallen tree that was blocking the footpath at the end of Blackland’s Lane
        be cleared and advised the Tree Warden was willing to clear this, if necessary.  It was agreed this tree was 

        the responsibility of the Forestry Commission.  Action – Chairman to report the fallen tree to the 
        Forestry Commission and chase up replacement of the bench.
13. Reports from Portfolio Holders

        It was agreed the Parish Clerk would put the list of Portfolio Holders onto the Parish Council’s website.  
        It was suggested the Parish Clerk should send a reminder to all Portfolio Holders prior to meetings to 

        request they forward any update to herself.
        Cllr Haynes raised concerns that the bins were being placed too close to the defibrillator yet again.  She
        suggested these bins were either permanently removed from this location or the defibrillator is moved.  
        It was agreed that a notice would be put on Facebook asking for the bins to not be placed too close to the 
        defibrillator.  It was also suggested that a notice could be put in the bus shelter informing people as to 

        where the nearest defibrillator was sited.  Action – Cllr Haynes to liaise with the Chairman of the 
        Village Hall in respect of this serious ongoing matter.
14. Public Forum
        A member of the public raised concerns regarding the local water quality and advised the smell of his 

        tap water was foul.  The Chairman urged the local resident to contact Anglian Water in the first instance.
        Concerns were raised by Cllr Haynes regarding residents lighting bonfires during the hot weather.  A 
        member of the public suggested an article could be put on Facebook to urge residents not to have 
        bonfires.  Action – Cllr Backhouse to ask the local fire service for appropriate wording for a notice.
15. Matters of report and items for the next meeting

Parish Council Co-option, Insurance Renewal, Adoption of Grants Policy, to consider donations. VAS 
        sign update.

16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 27th September 2022 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:15pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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