SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 26TH MARCH 2024 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)




Cllr Hannah Backhouse






Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Ginny Haynes




Cllr Bill Parker






In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

There were none.

3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda
       There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been submitted and this had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
4.2 – District Cllr Tim Wilson
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson. A written report had been submitted and this had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Parker advised he had sent District Cllr Wilson an email as ESC had put down weed killer just outside The Close by the daffodils and he did not feel this took place at a sensible time or was a good use of resources.
4.3 – Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported she had received an email from the Treasurer of Sudbourne Village Hall 
advising that the electricity charges had been reduced to 30p per unit as of 29th January 2024.
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd January 2024
These minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Unanimously Approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January 2024
6.1 – BMX bike jumps update

The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received a response from Forestry England and they had confirmed there were no updates in respect of the bike jumps.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk should ask if there was someone higher up that the Parish Council could take this matter up with as it was felt a decision needed to be made.  Action – Parish Clerk to ask Forestry England what they are considering and what processes are being looked at and enquire as to when they expect to make a decision and who would make the final decision.  It was agreed the Parish Council would be willing to work with Forestry England and it was suggested this matter should be an agenda item at each meeting.   
7.            Parish Council matters
       7.1 – Parish Council Co-option

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to comment.  Matt Hayworth gave a brief statement as to why he wished to join the Parish Council.  As part of statutory procedure Matt left the room.  It was Unanimously Approved that Matt Heyworth should be Co-opted onto the Council.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  The Chairman welcomed Matt Heyworth to the Council.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.
7.2 – Flooding on School Rd 
The Chairman read correspondence received from a local resident regarding flooding on School Road.  Cllr Backhouse reported she had seen some local residents trying to clear the ditches last year but this does not appear to have resolved the issue.  Cllr Parker raised concerns regarding flooding on Blacklands Lane too.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would write to SCC regarding the severe flooding following rainfall on School Rd and Blacklands Lane and request that the drains in this area are cleared.

      7.3 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update
      The Parish Clerk gave details regarding a Community Forum to be held on Tuesday 9th April at Trinity 

      Park.  Cllr Parker advised he would try and attend this forum.  Cllr Parker reported the Lionlink energy 

      project is to be sited at Walberswick or Southwold.  

8.           Finance
      8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment        
      Income received since the last meeting
      None

      Payments made since the last meeting

      Jo Peters (Salary February’24)




£  153.55

      Bank Balances – As at 28th February 2024
      Play Area Account





£2,473.77

      Current Account






£1,856.61

      Invoices to be Approved at this meeting

      Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    72.62       

      Jo Peters (Flowers – Cllr Backhouse)



£    37.50

      HMRC (PAYE)



£  119.80

      SALC (Cllr Training Sessions)



£  200.00

      Sudbourne Village Hall (s.137 Donation)



£  100.00

      Sudbourne Churchyard (Donation)



£  100.00

      Suffolk Accident & Rescue Service (s.137 Donation)

£  100.00

      Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)



£    19.50

      Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

      Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.   
8.2 - To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System

A copy of this review had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved by the Council.  It was also Agreed that Heelis & Lodge would carry out the Internal Audit for 2023/24.
      8.3 - To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit

      A copy of this review had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual Review was 

      carried out and was Unanimously Approved by the Council.
      8.4 - To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register

      A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual Review 

      was carried out and was Unanimously Approved by the Council.
      8.5 - To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment

      A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual Review 

      was carried out and was Unanimously Approved by the Council.
      8.6 - To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and to agree to defer the 

      annual review of the Financial Regulations due to these being updated and published in May 

      Subject to a minor amendment these were Unanimously Approved and it was agreed the review of the 

      Financial Regulations would be deferred until the May meeting.
9.           Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
      None received      
      Update on Existing Applications:-
      Planning Ref: DC/24/0384/FUL
      Proposal: Changes to roof and elevation finishes on previously consented extension.      

      Replacement of Nissen building with carport and log store. Use of existing garden building as 
      ancillary accommodation. New garage and gardeners building.
      Address: Smokey House, B1084, Sudbourne
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.
      Planning Ref: DC/23/4850/FUL

      Proposal: Severance of part of existing rear garden, upgrade of existing vehicular crossover, and 
      erection of a pair of 2 / 3 bedroomed bungalows
      Address:  Land Opposite Chequers, Snape Road, Sudbourne
      The Parish Council Objected to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 

      16 Conditions
      Planning Ref: DC/23/4573/FUL
      Proposal: The proposed alterations to the property resolve the issues with the layout of the rear 
      extensions to the property. We propose to extend the rear 'squaring off' the existing L shape 
      extensions. This allows a near back door and entrance lobby to be formed, moved the day room 
      forward to make the most of the garden. The existing lean-to extension still houses the kitchen 
      with a revised layout. At first floor level we propose to extend the existing flat roof extension to 
      form a new master suite, including, master bedroom, dressing room and ensuite bathroom, the 
      remaining floor area will be utilized as a balcony overlooking the garden and fields beyond. This 
      balcony will be guarded from next door by the extended first floor, providing privacy for both the 

      occupier and neighbour.
      Address: 44 School Road, Sudbourne,

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

      Planning Ref: DC/23/3434/FUL

      Address: Meadow View, Snape Road, Sudbourne

      Proposal: Single Storey and Two Storey Extensions to Dwelling. Retention of Extension 

      of Residential Curtilage and Fence.
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

      ESC with 6 Conditions.

      The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to comment in respect of the

      application for Smokey House.  The member of the public advised they had telephoned the owner who is 

      a property developer and he had confirmed he had not made a decision as to if he would be living at the 

      property full time once the renovations are complete.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public 
      for her comments and reconvened the meeting. 

10.        Correspondence
     Nothing to report.
11.        Play Area

     Cllr Backhouse reported she had cleaned up the area and had noticed that the bolts were still loose 

     on the Nest Swing.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would contact Kompan and asked them to tighten the 

     bolts and also look into the height issue that was raised within the Annual Rospa report.  It was agreed 
     that a Work Party would be held to tidy up the area during the Spring.
12.        Roads, Rights of Way

     Further to the last meeting when it was suggested that a footpath from The Close towards Iken could be     

     implemented Cllr Heyworth confirmed he had spoken to the landowner and they were not dismissive of 

     this idea.  It was agreed the Parish Council should write to the landowner asking to have a discussion

     regarding the possible implementation of a footpath through the grazing land next to The Close and 

     explore options.  Action – Cllr Heyworth to obtain landowners email and pass onto the Parish Clerk.     

13.        To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
       Cllr Haynes reported the cork board within the Bus shelter was not in a good state of repair.  It was agreed 

     the bus shelter and replacement of the cork board could be included as part of the Play Area Work Party.

14.        Public Forum
     The member of the public present thanked the Parish Council for their kind donation to Suffolk Accident 
     & Rescue Service.  She advised she was employed by them and they appreciated the donation very much.   
15.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting
     Approval of 2023/24 Accounts, Annual review of Financial Regulations. 
16.        Date of next meeting
             The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 
             28th May 2024 at 7:00pm in Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 7:50pm

 Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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