
SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 24TH JANUARY 2023 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)





Cllr Bill Parker





Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Natasha Hodge





Cllr Hannah Backhouse








In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Haynes.
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and was circulated to all Councillors.  
4.2 – District Cllr Ray Herring

District Cllr Herring was not present.  No written report had been received.

4.3 – Parish Clerk
The Parish Clerk reported she had been contacted by the Rural Coffee Caravan and they would like to 

attend the Village Hall to hold a Communities Together/Cost of Living event on Thursday 30th March 

2023 between 10 and 12 noon.  She advised she had made enquires to Paul Archer to check the Village Hall availability.  The Parish Council agreed they would be delighted for the Rural Coffee Caravan to attend and would also be happy to fund the hall hire for this event.
The Parish Clerk advised she had been informed by a local resident that there was a planning application for 43 School Rd for the siting of a mobile home.  She confirmed she had checked ESC’s Planning Portal and this application fell under Permitted Development Rights and therefore the Parish Council would not be consulted but she was aware the neighbouring property had No Objections.  
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 22nd November 2022
These minutes had been previously circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 22nd November 2022
6.1 – Update on the bench on the loop path at the end of Blackland’s Lane 

The Chairman confirmed she had emailed all councillors to confirm that she had received confirmation from Forest England that the bench had been delivered and as soon as they had completed their current tree planting project this would be installed.  She advised she had also updated all residents that had made enquires in respect of this matter.
6.2 – Noticeboard refurbishment update 

The Chairman confirmed that former Cllr Chris New was still willing to carry out the refurbishment work.  Action – Chairman to liaise with Chris New.
6.3 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign update 

Cllr Backhouse reported she has still not heard from Jeremy Bodkin in respect of him handing over the equipment.  Action – Parish Clerk/Chairman to contact Jeremy Bodkin.
6.4 – Sudbourne BMX Jumps closure update
The Chairman advised there was no further update at this time, but the intention was to have it re-opened.
7.           Parish Council matters
      7.1 – Chairman’s Report 
      The Chairman reported information had been received regarding voter ID needing to be required when 
      voting at the May 2023 Elections.  She advised this information needed to be widely advertised i.e. via 
      Facebook, website, Parish Council newsletter and the noticeboard. 
      Parish Biodiversity Plan – The Chairman advised the Parish Clerk had circulated some information 

      regarding Parish Biodiversity Plans and asked did the Parish Council wish to carry out a Neighbourhood 
      Plan?  Cllr Parker asked was there a format for a Neighbourhood Plan for smaller parishes?  It was 

      agreed Cllr Parker would liaise with ESC’s Planning Dept and this item would then be an agenda item 
      at a future meeting after the May 2023 Elections.  
      Cllr Backhouse confirmed school children over 8 were not eligible for home to school transport as it was 
      deemed the road from Sudbourne to Orford is safe for them to walk to Orford school which is untrue.  
      Following discussion, it was agreed the Chairman would liaise with SCC and Orford school in respect of 

      this matter.  Cllr Backhouse also advised that children from Sudbourne attending Farlingaye High School 

      could not get home to school transport even though the bus is half full.  Action – Chairman to write to 
      SCC in respect of this matter.
      Kings Coronation Event – The Chairman asked did the Parish Council wish to celebrate this event.  She 

      confirmed that she had contacted Steve Joels, Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee to 
      see if they would like to share ideas and collaborate on an event.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with 
      Steve Joels and councillors to circulate any ideas. 
      7.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update 
      Cllr Parker reported on the Eurolink and Sealink consultations and confirmed the Parish Council had 
      responded to both these to highlight the potential issues.  He confirmed both of these projects were in 
      early stages and a Development Consent Order would need to be obtained.  
      Cllr Parker confirmed a judicial review for Sizewell C in respect of the Secretary of State’s decision is to 
      be held at High Court on 22nd/23rd March 2023 to which he gave details.  He reported no decision had 

      been made in respect of the final investment and it is not known when this decision would be made.
      The Chairman reported herself and the Vice Chairman had attended a meeting with Dr Therese Coffey, 

      MP.  The Chairman stated herself and Cllr Parker were extremely disappointed that this meeting had been 
      limited to such few Town & Parish councils and they themselves had only heard about it via word of 
      mouth.

8.           Finance
      Bank Balances – Lloyds Current Account - £1,647.42, Ipswich Building Society - £2,009.98

      8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 
     Income received since the last meeting
     Bank Interest (Ipswich Building Society Account)

£  34.68

     Payments made since the last meeting

     Jo Peters (Salary December’22)




£140.24
     Invoices to be Approved at this meeting

     Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£  64.10

     Earmarked Reserves held in Current Account 

     CIL Funds - £701.79

     The Parish Clerk highlighted the CIL funds held within the Current Account and the importance of these 

     funds being included within Year-End balances and advised these funds did need to be spent.  Following 

     discussion, the Chairman Proposed the CIL funding should be used for the Nest Swing repairs and 

     refurbishment of the Noticeboard, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.
     The Chairman recommended the Community Account should be referred to as the designated Play Area 
     Account as it was originally opened from left over funds raised for the erection of the Play Area.  This 
     was Unanimously Approved. 
     Cllr Parker suggested that going forward any CIL funding should be highlighted within the bi-monthly 

     Financial Statements.  He also recommended that the CIL funds to be paid towards the Nest Swing 

     Repairs should be paid back into the Play Area Account and this amount would be agreed at the March 

     2023 meeting.

     Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

     Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour. 

     8.2 – To carry out a review of the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
     A copy of the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 

     meeting.  The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by 

     Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  Cllr Parker asked did the Parish Council own the land the Bus Shelter and 
     Play Area were sited on and if so, was relevant certification held.  It was agreed this matter would be 

     looked into.  Action – Cllr Morris to make enquires via the Land Registry.
     8.3 – To consider and approve the 2023/24 Budget and set the Parish Precept 

     A copy of the 2023/24 Budget had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish 

     Clerk gave in depth details regarding the proposed budget.  Cllr Parker reported there were a few items  
     missing i.e. Tree Inspections and Printing of the Newsletter.  It was agreed £100.00 should be allocated 
     to Tree Inspections and £50.00 for Printing of the Newsletter.  Cllr Parker asked did the Parish 

     Council wish to allocate any funds towards the Kings Coronation event.  It was agreed £200.00 could be 

     taken from General Reserves at Year-End towards this event or the Parish Council could apply for some 
     funding from ESC’s Enabling Community Budget. 
     The Parish Clerk advised she had not included the amount of £662.69 for Elections but had included 

     the Uncontested Fee for £78.54.  Cllr Parker stated in his view the chances of the Parish Council having 
     Elections were very low and if there was to be an Election these costs could be funded if necessary by 
     using the Scribe Accounts allocation, the Replacement Defibrilator Pads allocation (as 2 spare sets are 
     available) and any remaining amount could be allocated from the Donations and Training budgets.  
     Unanimously Agreed.  Cllr Parker recommended that going forward the Parish Council should allocate 
     £165.00 to Earmarked Reserves at Year-End each year for Elections.  All in Favour.

     Donations – The Chairman advised the Parish Council now had a Donations Policy and suggested that 
     the recipients previously given to may not be the recipients going forward.  It was also agreed that any 
     recipients should be asked to provide details of what the grant funding had been used for.  All in Favour. 

     Approval for the 2023/24 budget with amendments as highlighted above was Unanimously Approved 

     by the Council.  It was RESOLVED the Parish Precept for 2023/24 would be set at £4,600.00 which 

     would result in an annual charge of £24.68 to Band D equivalent properties.  Cllr Parker suggested the 
     Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Parish Clerk should have a conversation regarding budget amounts for 
     the Clerk’s Salary, HMRC payments and Expenses.  On behalf of the Parish Council thanks were offered 
     to the Parish Clerk and to Scribe for providing the Accounts Software. 

9.          Planning
     New Applications (to be considered at this meeting):-  

     Planning Ref: DC/22/4872/FUL

     Proposal: Installation of up UPVC double glazed French doors with single side panel to the rear of the 
     hall, including support steelwork as per design report.
     Address: Village Hall, Snape Road, Sudbourne
     It was agreed the Parish Council were in full support of this application.
     Update on existing applications:-
     Planning Ref: DC/22/3441/FUL

     Proposal: Alteration of Plot 1 (previously approved under planning application DC/22/0444/FUL) 
     at No's 1 & 2 Airey Cottages in Sudbourne.

     Address: Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne    
     There were No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by ESC to date.      
10.        Correspondence
             None received.
11.        Play Area

     Nothing to report.
12.       Roads, Rights of Way

    12.1 – Overgrown hedges on approach to village update

    The Parish Clerk advised this matter had been reported to SC Highways and to date there was no update.
    12.2 – Road signs update 

    The Parish Clerk confirmed she had reported any damaged/unclear signs to SC Highways along with the 
    broken streetlight on School Rd.  Cllr Backhouse reported she had recently cleaned some of the street 
    signs again.  On behalf of the Parish Council thanks were offered to Cllr Backhouse and Richard Mallet.

13.       To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
    Cllr Hodge reported as follows:-
    Further to my agreement in September, I asked the Village Hall Chairman Steve Joels if I could join the 
    Committee and asked when they meet but they only meet at the AGM and that’s not until September.

    Straight after the last meeting on 22nd November and further to the Chairmans question of
    whether the Village Hall Committee had considered any plans to help people in Sudbourne stay warm this 
    winter I sent an email asking the question.

    In reply I was sent some copies of the mean and hostile replies. I replied with an apology to make clear 
    that I had not meant to get anyone’s back up. Trying my best to be diplomatic!  In the interest of better 
    communication between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee I will continue to try and 
    build bridges that ease the historical tension and endeavour to change the collective mindset to one where 
    we’re all working in the best interests of the village.  Action – Parish Clerk to email Steve Joels to 
    ensure Cllr Hodge is invited to future Committee meetings.   

14.       Public Forum
    There were no members of the public present.
15.       Matters of report and items for the next meeting
    To carry out annual Financial Reviews.
16.       Date of next meeting
            The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 28th March 2023 at 7:00pm in 
            Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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