SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 23RD JANUARY 2024 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Natasha Hodge (Chairman)




Cllr Hannah Backhouse






Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Ginny Haynes






In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk, District Cllr Tim Wilson and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There was 1 member of the public present.
1. Public Forum
       The member of the public advised he has attended the meeting to stand for the Parish Council Co-option.  
       The Chairman moved item 7.1 forward in order so the Co-option could be considered.
       The member of the public stated the reasons he wished to re-join the Parish Council.  The Parish Council 

       Approved Unanimously that Bill Parker should be co-opted onto the Council.  The Chairman 

       welcomed Bill Parker to the Council and the Declaration of Acceptance was signed and witnessed by the 

       Parish Clerk.

2.
To receive Apologies for Absence

There were none.

3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda
       The Chairman declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 9 - DC/23/4850/FUL.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported on Suffolk County Councils 2024/25 budget and advised £65 million in savings had to be made to which he gave details and confirmed there would be a 5% rise in Suffolk County Councils element of the Council Tax bill.  He also provided details regarding work carried out by Suffolk Trading Standards and praised them for the work they carry out.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.
4.2 – District Cllr Tim Wilson
District Cllr Wilson had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  District Cllr Wilson gave details regarding the Greenlight Trust in Martlesham and advised  ESC had supported the erection of a 2nd building for them.  He reported a new waste incinerator had been opened and confirmed the National Grid consultations had now been completed and he was aware that lots of opposition had been put forward against the proposed plans for Friston and even the local MP had stated alternative locations should be investigated.  

District Cllr Wilson reported on ESC’s 2024/25 budget and advised this would be Approved by Full Council mid-February.  He stated that ESC would be picking up responsibilities from SCC in respect of road maintenance and the Arts due to SCC having to find £65 million worth of savings.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Wilson for his report.  Cllr Parker asked when the Sizewell C Community Fund would be available.  The Clerk confirmed this fund would be managed and administered by Suffolk Community Foundation.  Cllr Parker asked how ESC were planning on managing traffic implications from the construction of Sizewell C plus other projects and how would ESC be supporting communities.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed he did not feel that ESC would be responsible for managing any traffic implications but advised he would be in support of his Parishes in respect of any implications that arose.

4.3 – Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported she had received correspondence from a local resident advising he had an English Oak tree that he would like to see planted in the meadow to the rear of the Village Hall.  It was agreed this was not a Parish Council matter and the Parish Clerk would respond to the local resident and provide them with contact details for the landowner of the meadow. 
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21st November 2023
These minutes had been previously circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21st November 2023
       6.1 – Letter to SCC – Home to School Transport – Farlingaye High School

       The Parish Clerk confirmed the joint Parishes letter had been sent to SCC and this had included

       Chillesford Parish Meeting as recommended at the last meeting.  Cllr Backhouse confirmed her son had

       finally got a seat on the bus from Sudbourne to Farlingaye but she has to reapply for this each term.  It 
       was agreed the Parish Clerk would keep the Parish Council updated in respect of any response received 
       from SCC.  Action - Parish Clerk to forward copy of the letter sent to Cllr Parker and District Cllr 
       Wilson.

7.            Parish Council matters
       7.1 – Parish Council Co-option

       This matter was considered at the start of the meeting.

       7.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update

       Cllr Parker reported on all the major infrastructure projects and advised there was lots of movement in 
       respect of Sizewell C and just recently some road signs had gone up on the A12.  He provided details 

       regarding the investment from the Government which had given the project the go ahead but confirmed 
       until the final investment decision is made the project could not start any construction.  He provided 
       details regarding freshwater and coastal defences issues and Cllr Haynes gave details regarding a 
       footpath at Sizewell being shut off prior to the date agreed for closure and stated she felt that EDF were 
       pushing the boundaries.  District Cllr Wilson advised that he would find out if there was a  planning 
       Enforcement Team at ESC responsible for Sizewell C.

      Cllr Parker provided details regarding the Sealink Consultation and stated in his view there was lack of 

      communications between each energy project to which County Cllr Reid agreed.  The Chairman thanked 

      Cllr Parker for his report and hard work carried out in respect of these projects.
      7.3 – Approval of 2024 Parish Council meeting dates 
      These were Unanimously Approved by the Council.

8.           Finance
      8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment        
      Income received since the last meeting

      ESC – (Enabling Community Budget – Noticeboard)

£  450.00

      Suffolk Building Society (Interest – Play Area Account)

£    56.74

      Payments made since the last meeting

      Jo Peters (Salary Decmber’23)




£  153.55

      Bank Balances – As at 30th November 2023

      Play Area Account






£2,066.72

      Current Account






£3,001.73

      Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


      Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    72.62       

      Jo Peters (Alan Toomes Gift Card)



£    25.00
      HMRC (PAYE)



£  119.80

      Sudbourne Village Hall (Inc. Training Sessions – to be split x3)
£    57.50

      Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

      Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.   
      8.2 – To Approve Donations 
      The Parish Clerk gave details regarding donations given last year.  Following discussion, it was

      RESOLVED the donation to Sudbourne Church towards grass cutting costs would be increased from 

      £50.00 to £100.00.  The following donations were also Approved and it was agreed these would be paid 

      at the March Parish Council meeting:-

      Sudbourne Village Hall - £100.00

      Suffolk Accident & Rescue - £100.00

      All in Favour
      8.3 – To Approve the 2024/25 Budget and set the Parish Precept 
      A copy of the 2024/25 budget had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish 

      Clerk provided details and it was RESOVLED the Parish Council’s element of the Council Tax should 

      have a 0% increase.  The 2024/25 budget was Approved and the Parish Precept was set at £4623.30 
      Proposed by Cllr Haynes,  Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour. 

9.           Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
      Planning Ref: DC/23/4850/FUL
      Proposal: Severance of part of existing rear garden, upgrade of existing vehicular crossover, and 
      erection of a pair of 2 / 3 bedroomed bungalows
      Address:  Land Opposite Chequers, Snape Road, Sudbourne
     It was RESOLVED the Parish Council would Object to this application on the following
     grounds:-
     Lack of infrastructure
     Vehicle access in relation to blind corner and road safety
     As per the adopted Local Plan Sudbourne does not require any additional housing 
     The proposed development is inappropriate for the size of site
     Impact on local residents during construction period
     Update on Existing Applications:-
     Planning Ref: DC/23/4573/FUL
     Proposal: The proposed alterations to the property resolve the issues with the layout of the rear 
     extensions to the property. We propose to extend the rear 'squaring off' the existing L shape 
     extensions. This allows a near back door and entrance lobby to be formed, moved the day room 
     forward to make the most of the garden. The existing lean-to extension still houses the kitchen 
     with a revised layout. At first floor level we propose to extend the existing flat roof extension to 
     form a new master suite, including, master bedroom, dressing room and ensuite bathroom, the 
     remaining floor area will be utilized as a balcony overlooking the garden and fields beyond. This               

     balcony will be guarded from next door by the extended first floor, providing privacy for both the 
     occupier and neighbour.
     Address: 44 School Road, Sudbourne,

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

     Planning Ref: DC/23/3434/FUL

     Address: Meadow View, Snape Road, Sudbourne

     Proposal: Single Storey and Two Storey Extensions to Dwelling. Retention of Extension 

     of Residential Curtilage and Fence.
     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

10.        Correspondence
     Nothing to report.
11.        Play Area

     It was agreed a work party to clean the play equipment and carry out a tidy up of the area would be 

     arranged for later in the year.    
12.        Roads, Rights of Way

     Cllr Backhouse advised the give way sign at Fiveways had been replaced and the white lines had also 
     been repainted.  She reported she had been asked if a right of way footpath could possibly be 
     implemented from The Close towards Iken.  It was strongly felt by all council members that this would be 
     very beneficial and well used if implemented.  Action – Cllr Backhouse to look into who owns the land 
     next to the Close going towards Iken. 

13.        To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
       Nothing to report.  

14.        Public Forum
     There were no members of the public present.
15.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting
     It was agreed an update on the BMX bike jumps would be added to each agenda.  Action – Parish Clerk 
     to make enquires as to what is happening with the jumps as it was agreed what was an asset to the 
     village was now an eyesore.  Annual Financial Reviews.
16.        Date of next meeting
             The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 26th March 2024 at 7:00pm in 
             Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:40pm

 Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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