

 


SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2022 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL 

        
Present:    
Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Natasha Hodge




Cllr Hannah Backhouse


Cllr Chris New




Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  County Cllr Reid.  There were 5 members of the public present.
1. Public Forum

A member of the public reported a bench that had been installed 21 years ago in the woods on the easy access path as a result of a grant given to the village had been removed by the Forestry Commission following the recent storms.  She advised this had caused much upset amongst local parishioners.  The Chairman informed the member of the public that this matter was an agenda item and would most certainly be followed up.  The member of the public confirmed she had contacted the Forestry Commission and she had been assured the bench would be returned.  A member of the public reported the easy access path and bench were authorised by Richard Davies at Tangham who was the then Manager.  The member of the of the public advised this information must be stored somewhere and she was aware there was a filing cabinet in the Village Hall where this information may be stored.  

The Chairman confirmed following the meeting she would investigate if the information was stored within the filing cabinet at the Village Hall.  She suggested an audit trail could also be carried out to see when the grant was paid into the Parish Councils bank account as the receiving body.  A member of the public confirmed that David Fisk who was a previous Councillor initiated the installation of this bench. The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments.  The Chairman advised the Parish Council would do all they could to have this bench returned.  It was also pointed out that the Forestry Commission did not upkeep the path or the bench and it was felt they should have done.  
2.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.

The Chairman reported Jenny Cooper had resigned from the Parish Council.  On behalf of the Parish 

Council the Chairman thanked Jenny for all her hard work carried out whilst serving as a Parish 

Councillor.

3.
Declarations of interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  County Cllr Reid provided details on SCC’s budget and confirmed there had been a 4.5% increase in SCC’s element of the Council Tax bill to which he gave details and confirmed there would be no cut to services.  He also reported on matters relating to a County Deal to work more closely with Borough and District councils as part of collaborative working and confirmed that SCC were also working closely with central Government in respect of matters relating to the several infrastructure energy projects being planned for this area.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  Cllr Parker advised he was glad to hear that funding had been put aside for biodiversity and asked how this would fit in with the cutting of the verges.  County Cllr Reid reported improved habitat was being investigated and therefore extra care would be put into verge cutting going forward. 
Cllr Parker confirmed the Parish Council had responded to the recent Walking & Cycling Strategy consultation and asked what actions the Parish Council could take to enhance better walking and cycling within the Parish.  County Cllr Reid gave details of the consultation carried out and provided details regarding the model that was used to conduct this and advised unfortunately this model pushes the more rural parishes out of the limelight.  County Cllr Reid stated however that he was happy to assist with any matters relating to Sudbourne.  Cllr Parker gave details regarding the two footpaths within Sudbourne that required attention and suggested he should have a separate conversation with County Cllr Reid in respect of this matter.
Action – Cllr Parker to liaise with County Cllr Reid.
Cllr New advised it was good that 100,000 new trees were being planted but asked what about the number of trees also being cut down.  County Cllr Reid advised he was not involved in matters relating to Forest England. Councillor Parker reported that in his recent meeting with Forest England regarding their Tunstall Forest plan, he had mentioned the SCC walking and cycling consultation but 
disappointingly, Forest England claimed no knowledge of this.  The Chairman suggested that if this was the case then it was a missed opportunity for liaison and partnership between SCC and Forestry England which in her view should be encouraged.
4.2 – District Cllr Ray Herring

District Cllr Herring was not present.  No written report had been received.

4.3 – Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported she had spoken to Alan Toomes and he is happy to carry out the Internal Audit 

for 2021/22.  She advised that she had also updated him on the 2022/23 budget and matters relating to 
the Parish Council’s Year-End reserves and informed him that the Parish Precept had been increased to 

£3,800.00.  The Parish Clerk reported that Alan had queried the Parish Council’s element of his Council 
Tax bill and had suggested the Parish Council could circulate a note giving details for the rise in the 
Parish Precept. 

5.           To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 2nd February 2022
      A copy of the draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These 
      were proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.  The minutes 
      were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 2nd February 2022
       6.1 - Defibrillator Awareness Session update

It was suggested a 2nd training session could be held on a Saturday after Easter.  
Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with Heather Patrick regarding dates and number of attendees then circulate a flyer via Steve Joels circulation list and email those who have already advised they would like to attend
 It was also suggested the agreed date for this training session could be put within the Newsletter.  Cllr Parker also suggested that all attendees should be asked to confirm their attendance closer to the date.
6.2 – VAS Speed Sign/Data Recording update 
It was agreed that Jeremy Bodkin who very kindly co-ordinates this sign would be contacted to see if he has the disk to record the data.  Cllr Backhouse volunteered to download the data.  
Action – Cllr New to contact Jeremy Bodkin 
The Parish Clerk confirmed if Jeremy did not have the disk she would contact Westcotec and request that one is sent.
      6.3 – Neighbourhood Watch Scheme update 
      The Chairman closed the meeting to allow the members of the public to comment.  She advised that 

      since the former Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator had asked would anyone be willing to take on this 
      role she had contacted the police who had informed her that not many of these schemes were active but 
      since then correspondence had been received from Tim Passmore (Police & Crime Commissioner) who 
      had stated he was in favour of these schemes.  Alan Toomes (former Co-ordinator) confirmed he had 
      originally taken on this role voluntarily due to matters relating to speeding.  Cllr Parker advised he felt 
      today information seemed to be widely circulated via social media and he did not think these schemes 
      were very popular now.  The Chairman advised she would investigate the status of the current scheme 
      and look to see if this matter was worth taking on or disbanding.  A member of the public advised if the 
      scheme was disbanded the 3 signs that were sited around the village would need to be removed.  The 
      Chairman confirmed she would report back on this matter to the Parish Council at their May meeting.  
      The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  

      Action – Chairman to look into status of current scheme
      6.4 – WIFI in Sudbourne Village Hall update 
      The Chairman advised Steve Joels had confirmed the Village Hall Management Committee had 
      agreed to invest in installing WIFI in the Village Hall.  The Parish Council was pleased to hear that this      
      matter had been resolved and it was agreed this matter could be removed from future agendas.

      6.5 – Siting of Jubilee Oak Tree update
      The Chairman confirmed she had collected the oak tree and had now delivered this to Steve Joels and the 
      Village Hall Committee who would decide on its location and confirmed its planting would be part of the 
      Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June. 

7.
Parish Council matters  
      7.1 – Chairman’s Report
      The Chairman confirmed the Lloyds Bank and Ipswich Building Society signatories had now been 

      updated.  She confirmed the transfer of £800.00 from the Deposit account to the Current account was 

      now complete and the Deposit account had now been closed.  The Chairman confirmed the accounts 

      were now in much better order and the position at financial year 21/22 end was much better than it had 
      been in several years.

      The Chairman advised further to discussions held at the last meeting that she had emailed Suffolk County 
      Council regarding their school bus policy to which she confirmed she was awaiting a reply.  She advised 
      Orford Parish Council had also raised this matter with SCC and suggested a joint response could be 
      taken.
      Action: Chairman to follow up with SCC and Orford PC

      The Chairman advised Jenny Cooper had been on the Parish Council for over 10 years and 
      suggested on behalf of the Parish Council a small token and a card should be delivered. 
      Action – Parish Clerk to inform ESC of the vacancy with an aim for a co-option to be held at the
      May meeting and also include an article regarding the co-option within the Newsletter and 
      Sudbourne Village Facebook page
      7.2 – Sizewell C update – Cllr Parker to report 
      Cllr Parker reported since the last meeting Parishes were invited to attend a meeting with Declan Burke.   
      This meeting had now taken place with around 80 attendees and had proved to be a very good meeting.  
      He reported he understood that a meeting regarding the new energy resilience strategy had also taken 
      place amongst the big energy companies including EDF.  Cllr Parker confirmed the Parish Council’s 
      concerns had been raised throughout the consultation process but as to if these concerns were to be 

      listened to, we would have to wait and see.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for attending this meeting 
      on behalf of the Parish.  

      Cllr Parker advised there were 7 energy projects planned to take place along this stretch of coastline 
      which could be horrendous if they all go ahead especially the impacts on traffic.
      7.3 – Removal of the bench on the loop path at the end of Blacklands Lane 
      The Chairman advised the Council had heard from the members of the public and suggested the minutes
      of past meetings should be looked into in order to build a case for having this bench returned to the 

      Parish. It was also suggested the bench could be added to the Parish Council’s Asset Register but 

      agreed that Forestry England should be responsible for maintaining the path.
      Action - Cllr Parker to contact the AONB and the Chairman to contact Lloyds Bank in order 
      to identify when the grant was made.  Chairman to get hold of keys for the locked filing cabinet 
      which should contain details of the original funding arrangements and source and then to compile 
      a letter to Forestry England to ask them to reinstate the bench and acknowledge their 
      responsibility to carry out maintenance to the easy access path
      Cllr Parker raised concerns as to why the BMX jumps had been closed without the Parish Council being     
      informed.  Cllr Haynes reported as far as she was aware the reason this site had been closed was due to 

      a hut needing to be demolished as it was unsafe and there were insurance implications.  
      Action - Cllr Parker would compile a letter to the Forestry Commission in respect of this matter
8.           Finance
      8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure and Items for Authorisation of Payment  
              A copy of these documents had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for the 
              Income & Expenditure Financial Statement and payment of the following payments was Proposed by 

              Cllr New, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour. 

      Joanne Peters (Parish Clerk’s expenses) - £59.26

      Joanne Peters (Parish Clerk backdated pay due to rise in Spinal Column Points) - £34.32

      HMRC – PAYE (Jo Peters – 6 months) - £194.40

      Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire) - £30.50
      Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire) - £21.50

      One Suffolk (Website fee) - £60.00

The Parish Clerk informed the Council that a cheque to the Tree Climber for £50.00 remained uncashed.  Action – Chairman to investigate
8.2 - To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System 
A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in 
Favour.  On behalf of the Council the Chairman thanked Alan Toomes for agreeing to carry out the

       2021/22 Internal Audit.
       8.3 - To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit
A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr New, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.   

       8.4 - To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register 
       A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr New.  All in Favour.    

       The Parish Clerk suggested the insurance values may need addressing.  There was a brief discussion and 
       it was agreed that Cllr Backhouse would ask Orford Parish Council what amount they insured the VAS 
       sign for.  Concerns were raised regarding the streetlights being on the asset register.  Cllr Backhouse 
       volunteered to look into this matter with SCC.  It was also agreed the amount the play area was insured 

       for needed to be investigated. 
       8.5 - To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment 
A copy of this document had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

was carried out and subject to agreed amendments Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by 

Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.  
      It was suggested the Parish Council could implement online banking and BACS payments.  It was 
      agreed this matter could be an agenda item at the July meeting.  It was also agreed an agenda item being 

      Asset Monitoring should be on the agenda going forward. 
      It was suggested that due to the Parish Council now sending out a Newsletter via an email circulation list

      they may be required to register with the ICO so they did not breach any GDPR issues.
      Action – Parish Clerk to ask SALC for advice and send out revised copy of the Risk Assessment
      Concerns were raised again by Cllr Haynes regarding the bins being put in front of the Defibrilator at the 
      Village Hall preventing clear access to this equipment.
      Action – Cllr Parker to contact the person responsible for the bins
      The Chairman thanked Cllr Haynes for raising this issue and confirmed she would also write to the 
      Village Hall Management Committee.  Cllr Haynes asked also if on bin day the gate could be left open 
      until the rubbish had been collected.

      8.6 - To carry out a review of the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
      A copy of these documents had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in 

Favour.  
9.           Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

      None received

      Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      
      Planning reference: DC/22/0444/FUL
      Proposal: Replacement of 2 no. existing semi-detached houses and detached garages, with 2no. 
      detached dwellings and attached garages, and two new vehicular accesses.

      Address: 1 & 2 Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne  

      The Parish Council could not find any grounds for objection within the local planning framework.
      However, they were concerned that part of the planning application states that the cottages to be 
      demolished had become “increasingly difficult to let”.  
      This claim seems at odds with the fact that the cottages were let and one in particular had been home to a 
      young family for several years.  Sudbourne Parish Council stated they wished to ask the ESC Planning 
      department if concrete evidence is required to back up such claims?  Sudbourne Parish Council is 
      concerned that there is a current scarcity of long-term rental accommodation for local people at 
      affordable rents.”  No decision has been made to date.

      Update on existing applications:-

      Nothing to report.

10.         Correspondence
      It was noted the Sizewell C Community Newsletter had been sent to all households. 

      The Chairman reported an invitation for the Parish Council to attend a Town and Parish Councils 
      Workshop – Preparation of Housing in Clusters and Small-Scale Residential Development in the 
      Countryside Supplementary Planning Document had been received.  It was agreed the Chairman would 

      attend the event on 31st March 2022 and the Clerk would also request a copy of any slides. 

11.
Play Area
      Cllr Backhouse confirmed she had removed a fallen branch from the tree within the play area that had 

      come down as a result of the recent storms.  The Chairman suggested perhaps this tree required an 

      inspection.  It was Unanimously Agreed the Chairman would ask Seth Lord to carry out this work.  Cllr 

      Haynes reported that Tom Knox had fixed the latch on the gate.
      There was a brief discussion regarding the play equipment, and it was agreed as play equipment is very 
      expensive whatever equipment is replaced it needed to be with the right piece of equipment.  It was 

      Unanimously Agreed the Nest Swing should be repaired as per the quotation received from Kompan.  It 

      was also agreed a questionnaire could be inserted into the Newsletter to ask parishioners what equipment 
      they would like to see there and then this matter could be considered at the July meeting.

      Cllr Parker suggested the tree in the play area should be highlighted within the Risk Assessment.
      Action – Parish Clerk to add this tree to the Risk Assessment
12.          Roads, Rights of Way
        Cllr Backhouse confirmed the crossroads sign at Fiveways had now been replaced.  It was agreed the
        Parish Council would continue to monitor the road signs.

        The Chairman asked permission to suspend Standing Orders to continue the meeting.  Agreed 
        Unanimously.

13. Any other matters of report and items for the next meeting – Tuesday 24th May 2022
       Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting - Appointment of Tree Warden.  Adoption of 

       Portfolio Holders.
14. Public Forum
        A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for understanding the case about the bench.  A 
        member of the public asked if there would be any Jubilee celebrations.  The Chairman confirmed a 
        Village Feast was being arranged for Sunday 5th June 2022 by the Village Hall Management Committee.

 There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public present the Chairman 
 thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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