
SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Natasha Hodge





Cllr Hannah Backhouse








In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Backhouse nominated Cllr Hodge for the role of Chairman.  Seconded by Cllr Morris.  Cllr Hodge advised she was willing to take on this role.  All in Favour.  There were no other nominations and Cllr Hodge was duly Elected as Chairman and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.                     
2. Public Forum
       The member of the public present asked if the speed sign could be sited at the Orford approach to the 
       village.  The Parish Clerk gave details regarding this location being considered for the speed sign to be 

       sited in the past and it was agreed this matter would be readdressed.
3.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Haynes.

4.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

4.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
5.
To receive the following reports:-
5.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
5.2 – District Cllr Tim Wilson
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all Councillors.
5.3 – Parish Clerk
The Parish Clerk reported further to the last meeting she had written to the Forestry Commission regarding their Wildfire Risk Assessment and she had also compiled a joint letter to SCC regarding the Home to School Transport between Orford & Gedgrave and Sudbourne and Farlingaye High School and she had received some suggested amendments from a Councillor at Orford & Gedgrave.  It was agreed that Chillesford should also be mentioned within this letter and the letter should also point out the financial burden this issue was having on families.
6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th September 2023
These minutes had been previously circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      7.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th September  2023
      7.1 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign update 

      This matter was covered under the Public Forum Session.
8.           Parish Council matters
8.1 – Parish Council Co-option

It was agreed a co-option would be held at the January 2024 meeting and the Chairman would put an article within the Link magazine.
      8.2 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update
      This item was deferred.  The Parish Council noted correspondence sent by the former Chairman Suvi 

      McCreadie.

9.           Finance
      9.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment        
     Income received since the last meeting
     None
     Payments made since the last meeting

     Jo Peters (Salary October’23)




£  153.55

     Bank Balances – As at 30th October 2023
     Play Area Account






£2,009.98
     Current Account






£3,055.27

     Invoices to be Approved at this meeting

     Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£     54.29    

     Jo Peters (Back dated pay – Salary scale increase)

£     83.20

     Community Action Suffolk (Annual Website Fee)

£     60.00

     Mick Eldridge (Grass Cutting – Play Area)



£   192.00

     Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

     Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.   
     9.2 – To Approve increase in Clerk’s Salary Spinal Column Points & backdated pay
     Approval for this increase was Proposed by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.
     9.3 – Appointment of Internal Auditor

     Alan Toomes the current Internal Auditor was present and the Chairman advised that he had confirmed to 

     her just prior to the start of the meeting that he would no longer be able to carry out the Internal Audit 

     work.  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked Alan for all his hard work over the past 18 
     years. 

     It was agreed the Parish Clerk would engage the services of Heelis & Lodge to carry out the 2023/24 
     Internal Audit.  All in Favour.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she would include costs for this within the 
     2024/25 budget.

10.        Planning
     New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
     None received

     Update on existing applications:-
     Planning Ref: DC/23/3834/FUL
     Proposal: Extensions to the South West, including change of use of land to be included within residential 
     curtilage.
     Address: Meadow View, Snape Road, Sudbourne
     The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.  No decision has been made by ESC.
     10.1 – Erection of mobile home - 43 School Rd, Sudbourne
     The Parish Clerk confirmed enforcement action was currently being looked into by ESC in respect of this 
     dwelling.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with ESC regarding outcome.
11.        Correspondence
     11.1 - The Sea Link Project – Start of Statutory Consultation

     It was agreed the Parish Clerk would ask Bill Parker to assist in compiling the response to this 

    Consultation and if he is unable to do so a work party would meet to compile a response. 
12.        Play Area

     Cllr Backhouse reported that Richard Mallet had trimmed the tree and that he would carry out the work to 

     the fence and submit his invoice in the near future.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she had sent the outcome 

     of the Annual Inspection to Kompan and asked them to comment in respect of comments made regarding

     the nest swing.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would follow this matter up with Kompan and ask them if 
     they carried out Annual Inspections. 
13.        Roads, Rights of Way

     Cllr Backhouse advised the give way sign at Fiveways was damaged.  Action – Parish Clerk to report 
     this to SC Highways via the online reporting tool. 
14.        To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
      Nothing to report.  
15.        Public Forum
     There were no comments from the member of the public present.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting
     Approval of 2024/25 Budget and to set the Parish Precept & Parish Council Co-option.
17.        Date of next meeting
             The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 23rd January 2024 at 7:00pm in 
             Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the member of the public and Council members  for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 7:50pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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