MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH MAY 2026 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM

Present:	Cllr Natasha Hodge		Cllr Mike Morris
	Cllr Hannah Backhouse

In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Morris nominated Cllr Hodge to continue in the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  There were no other nominations.  Cllr Hodge was duly Elected.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.

2. Election of Vice Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman nominated Cllr Backhouse to continue in the role of Vice Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  There were no other nominations.  Cllr Backhouse was duly Elected.  All in Favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.

3. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.

4. To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllr Haynes and Cllr Parker.

5. Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda
There were none.
5.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.

6. To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th March 2026
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and were Unanimously Proposed for Approval by the Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

7. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 24th March 2026
7.1 – BMX Bike Jumps Update
A response had been received from Forestry England which the Chairman stated was totally unacceptable.  The Parish Clerk was asked to respond to Forestry England stating that their response was not acceptable and to request a meeting or to ask them to attend the July meeting.  The Parish Clerk was also asked to clarify what the Risk Assessment would entail as mentioned within their response.  It was noted that the fencing remained an eyesore at the entrance to Sudbourne.  Action – Parish Clerk to also contact Jenny Ridell-Carpenter, MP to seek her involvement in this matter.
7.2 – Linking Footpaths – Sudbourne to Iken Update
The Parish Clerk advised that she had chased the landowner but no response had been received.  The Chairman advised she had received a message indicating the landowner was not willing to discuss this matter at this time.  The Chairman suggested the matter should be kept in mind and addressed again in the future.


7.3 – Emergency Plan Update
Cllr Backhouse advised that John Backhouse was still trying to co-ordinate a meeting and suggested that in the first instance the Village Hall should be assessed as a potential Rest Centre.  Action – Clerk to contact Emergency Plan Officer at ESC.
8. Appointment of the following:-
Parish Tree Warden – It was agreed that all council members would carry out this role.
Concerns were raised by Cllr Backhouse regarding a tree at Fiveways.  Action – Parish Clerk to contact County Cllr Ewart to ask for advice how to ascertain who owns the land in these circumstances.
Adoption of Portfolio Holders – It was agreed that Portfolio Holders would remain the same as previously appointed.
Emergency Officer – Cllr Backhouse was appointed as Emergency Officer.

9. Parish Clerk's Report
The Parish Clerk reported on updates to her email address and the Parish Council website in line with the newly adopted Assertion 10 regulations.
10. Parish Council Matters
10.1 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update & to consider responses from correspondence sent to neighbouring parishes regarding the Sizewell C Community Transport Forum
It was noted that an EDF representative would be attending the July meeting.
10.2 – Alde & Ore Estuary Partnership Update
This item was deferred to the July Parish Council meeting.
11. Finance
11.1 – To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment
Income received since the last meeting
ESC (Precept)								£ 5,637.16
ESC (Cil Funds)							£ 3,397.43

Payments made since the last meeting
Jo Peters (Salary Apr’26)						£    179.97
Lloyds - Bank Charges 						£        4.25
HMRC – PAYE (Parish Clerk)						£    138.60

Bank Balances as at 29th April 2026
			Play Area Account				£  2,616.87
			Current Account				£10,426.36

Invoices to be Approved at this meeting
Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)				£     86.04
SALC (Annual Subscription)				£   199.16
Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit fee)				£   145.00
Cllr Hodge (Play Area repairs) Added at the meeting 		£     24.88
Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment, including Play Area repairs expenses of £24.88 payable to Cllr Hodge was Proposed by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.
11.2 – Approval of the 2025/26 End of Year Accounts & Internal Audit Report
A copy of the 2025/26 End of Year Accounts had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had been carried out and a copy of the Internal Auditor's report had been circulated to all Councillors. 
Approval for the 2025/26 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit Report was Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.  The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the General Reserves and stated these were lower this year due to the purchase of the solar powered speed sign and the restoration of the bus shelter.
11.3 – Approval of the 2025/26 Exemption Certificate
A copy of the Exemption Certificate had been tabled for all Councillors.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.
11.4 – Approval of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return
A copy of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all Councillors.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Morris, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.
It was agreed that online banking would be set up for the Parish Council.

12. Planning
New Applications
Application No: DC/26/1368/FUL
Proposal: Erection of a pair of garages to serve two new dwellings as approved
under DC/25/4696/VOC.
Address: 12 Bullace Lane , Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.
Update on Existing Applications
Application No: DC/26/0833/FUL
Proposal: Proposed change of use and conversion of The Old Workshop to 2no. dwellinghouses
Address: The Old Workshop, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision by ESC to date.
Application No: DC/26/0659/TPO
Proposal: 1 no. Sycamore (yellow circle on plan) – Prune to clear security light by 1 metre
Address: Sewage Works, Snape Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  These works have been Approved by ESC.
Application No: DC/25/3577/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of the existing semi-detached dwellings and associated outbuildings, and the erection of a new replacement self-build dwelling with detached outbuilding (Self Build)
Address: Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 16 Conditions.

13. Correspondence
Correspondence received from SALC regarding energy projects was noted.

14. Play Area
It was noted that the grass had been cut and repairs had been carried out by the Chairman.  Thanks were given to Cllr Hodge for carrying out these repairs.

15. Roads, Rights of Way
Action – Parish Clerk to contact County Cllr Ewart regarding the Fiveways road sign.

16. To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
Nothing to report.


17. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.

18. Date of next meeting
The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 22nd July 2026 at 7:00pm in Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:25pm







Signed:  ..............................................  Chairman         Dated:..................................................
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