SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 28TH MAY 2024 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker


Cllr Matt Heyworth



Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and District Cllr Tim Wilson.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Hodge asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Parker nominated Cllr Hodge to continue in the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  Cllr Hodge was duly Elected.  The 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  
2. Election of Vice Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
       This item was deferred until the July Parish Council meeting.
3.
Public Forum


There were no members of the public present.

4.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Backhouse.
5.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


Cllr Parker declared a non-pecuniary interest and advised he has given advice to Stop Sizewell C.

5.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th March 2024
The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and subject to a minor amendment were Unanimously Proposed for Approval.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      7.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th March 2024
7.1 – SCC Home to School Transport – Sudbourne to Farlingaye High School update

The Parish Clerk reported she believed there was an improvement in respect of this situation and it was confirmed that Belle Coaches had now taken over and pick up children from Sudbourne.  It was agreed an update from Cllr Backhouse would be given at the July meeting and if necessary County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson could be contacted for assistance. 
7.2 – BMX Bike Jumps update 

An update had been given in respect of this matter at the Annual Parish Meeting whereby the Clerk had confirmed no further decision had been taken by Forestry England to date.  District Cllr Wilson 
volunteered to liaise with Forestry England in respect of this matter and hoped by doing so he could push them for a decision.
7.3 – Sizewell C & other Energy Projects update
Cllr Parker reported on a Sizewell C Community Forum in which he had attended at Trinity Park.  
He advised the content was very much around improvements EDF had carried out to date.  He confirmed at present EDF Energy do not have any further agreed funding towards the project so in his view the reality is there is no guarantee that Sizewell C will go ahead and there would be no clear direction now until after the General Election.  Cllr Parker reported that EDF would continue with works until their funding runs out including the Sizewell relief road works.  He advised the 2-village bypass work is due to commence Early Autumn.  Cllr Parker reported on various works that would commence during the Autumn and advised Sudbourne would be affected by these works but again there is no guarantee that the project is going ahead as the final investment decision is yet to be agreed.  Cllr Parker advised the  Sizewell C Community Fund would soon be launched and confirmed the Parish Council could apply for this funding.  He reported at present there are around 600 people working on the project but this would rise to 1500 by the end of the year and it would take 3 years for the accommodation campus to be built and around 8000 workers would be on site to build this.
Finally, Cllr Parker advised the footpath along the beach would be diverted possibly from September 2024.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for attending the recent event and for his report.  District Cllr Wilson reported he had asked ESC for a Cabinet update in respect of the Deed of Obligation for Sizewell C and confirmed there was now a dedicated team that was solely responsible for the Sizewell C project at ESC.
Correspondence received from Five Estuaries – The Parish Clerk had circulated a copy of this 

correspondence to all councillors prior to the meeting and Cllr Parker advised he felt the Parish Council  did not need to register as an Interested Party.

8.
Appointment of the following:-

Parish Tree Warden – It was agreed that this position would now form part of the Portfolio Holders responsibility.  
Adoption of Portfolio Holders:- 

Cllr Hodge – Chairman, Planning Applications, Training, Village Hall Liaison Trustee, Highways, Environment

Cllr Parker – Planning Applications, Energy Projects, Environment, Highways

Cllr Morris – Planning Applications, Highways, Environment

Cllr Backhouse – Planning Applications, Play Area, Road Traffic Signs, Highways, Environment

Cllr Haynes – Planning Applications, Bus Shelter and Defibrilator, Highways, Environment

Cllr Heyworth - Planning Applications, Play Area, Highways, Environment
9.
Parish Clerk’s Report
       Nothing to report as items are included within the agenda.
10.
Parish Council matters
       10.1 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update & to consider correspondence received from 

       Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm Ltd     

This matter was covered by Cllr Parker earlier in the meeting.
11.
Finance
       11.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

       Income received since the last meeting

       ESC – Precept 






£4,623.30

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary April’24)





£  153.55

       Bank Balances – As at 30th April 2024




Play Area Account



£2,473.77




Current Account



£5,685.39

       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    85.08

       SALC (Annual Subscription)



£  193.85

       Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit Fee)



£    85.00  

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

       Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Heyworth.  All in Favour.  
       11.2 - Approval of the 2023/24 End of Year Accounts & Internal Audit report
       A copy of the 2023/24 End of Year Accounts had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   

The Parish Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had been carried out by Heelis & Lodge and a copy of the Internal Auditors report had been circulated to all councillors.
Approval for the 2023/24 End of Year Accounts and Internal Report was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Heyworth.  All in Favour.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.
       11.3 - Approval of the 2023/24 Exemption Certificate 
       A copy of the Exemption Certificate had been tabled for all Councillors.  Approval was Proposed by 
       Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.

       11.4 - Approval of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return
               A copy of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors.       

               Approval was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed 
               by the Chairman and RFO. 
12. Planning
       New Applications (to be considered at this meeting):-  

       None received

       Update on existing applications:-

       Planning Ref: DC/24/0384/FUL
       Proposal: Changes to roof and elevation finishes on previously consented extension.      
       Replacement of Nissen building with carport and log store. Use of existing garden building as 

       ancillary accommodation. New garage and gardeners building.
       Address: Smokey House, B1084, Sudbourne

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC    

       with 4 Conditions. 

       Planning Ref: DC/23/4573/FUL
       Proposal: The proposed alterations to the property resolve the issues with the layout of the rear 

       extensions to the property. We propose to extend the rear 'squaring off' the existing L shape 

       extensions. This allows a near back door and entrance lobby to be formed, moved the day room 

       forward to make the most of the garden. The existing lean-to extension still houses the kitchen 

       with a revised layout. At first floor level we propose to extend the existing flat roof extension to 

       form a new master suite, including, master bedroom, dressing room and ensuite bathroom, the 

       remaining floor area will be utilized as a balcony overlooking the garden and fields beyond. This 

       balcony will be guarded from next door by the extended first floor, providing privacy for both the 

       occupier and neighbour.

       Address: 44 School Road, Sudbourne,

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

       ESC with 5 Conditions.

13.
Correspondence
       The Chairman reported an email had been received from a local resident who was raising concerns 

       regarding shoots taking place within the forest.  Cllr Parker advised he had spoken to a local shoot 
       representative in respect of this matter and it was agreed the Parish Clerk should email the Forestry 
       Commission.
14.
Play Area
       The Parish Clerk confirmed she had emailed Kompan in respect of works to be carried out to the Nest 

       Swing.  It was agreed Cllr Heyworth would monitor the play area and a date for a Working Party to 

       clean and resolve any outstanding matters prior to the next annual inspection would be set at the July 
       meeting. 
15.
Roads, Rights of Way
               15.1 – Ongoing flooding issues

               It was agreed the Parish Clerk would again report to SC Highways the blocked drain outside Crag Pit 
               Cottages.  Concerns were raised regarding the faded 30mph signs by The Close and it was suggested the 

               Parish Council could look to replace damaged/faded road signs within the village and ask District Cllr 

       Wilson for some funding towards this.  It was also noted that the poles that hold the road name signs up 
       at The Close were rusty and needed replacing.  Action – Parish Clerk to ask SC Highways to replace 

       these signs and posts in the 1st instance.
16.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders


The Chairman reported the Village Hall Management Committee had received funding from ESC for 

               replacement of the windows to which she gave details.  She advised the Village Feast would be held on 

               15th June 2024.

17.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting

       Cllr Parker advised there were various funding pots available and suggested the Parish Council should 

       consider if funding could be applied for in respect of any future projects.  The Parish Clerk 

       recommended the Parish Council to Adopt the General Power of Competence.  Action – Clerk to 
       prepare a paper for consideration at the July meeting.  

       Cllr Parker suggested a joint meeting with the surrounding parishes could be held in the Autumn.  

       Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson.

18.
Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
19.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 23rd July 2024 at 7:00pm in 
               Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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