SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27TH MAY 2025 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
 AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Natasha Hodge

Cllr Mike Morris



Cllr Bill Parker


Cllr Terry Langridge



Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and District Cllr Wilson.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Hodge asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Haynes nominated Cllr Hodge to continue in the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  Cllr Hodge was duly Elected.  The 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  
2. Election of Vice Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
       This item was deferred until the July Parish Council meeting.

3.
Public Forum


There were no members of the public present.

4.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Backhouse and Cllr Parker.

5.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.

5.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 25th March 2025

The draft minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and were Unanimously Proposed for Approval.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      7.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 25th March 2025
       7.1 - BMX Bike Jumps Update

This matter had been covered at the Annual Parish Meeting and it was agreed District Cllr Wilson would liaise with Forestry England to advise the Parish Council were willing to take down the fencing and 
reinstate the land themselves due to the lack of communication and length of time this situation had been 
ongoing.
8.
Appointment of the following:-

Parish Tree Warden – It was agreed that this position would now form part of the Portfolio Holders responsibility.  

Adoption of Portfolio Holders:- It was agreed that portfolio holders would remain the same as previously appointed. Cllr Haynes reported on the bus shelter, including the noticeboard in the shelter and repairs required to the shelter itself and the roof.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would ask Aaron Rose if he would consider carrying out these repairs.

9.            Parish Clerk’s Report
       The Parish Clerk reported she had requested that SCC replace the existing post in order so that a Solar Speed Sign can be sited and once this work has been approved funding applications will be submitted and the sign would be ordered.  Cllr Langridge offered to take a look at the existing VAS sign to see if he could get this to work in the meantime. 
       The Parish Clerk advised she had received an email from the landowner of the meadow on Snape Rd and 

       confirmed the mobile home sited was not going to be used for residential use and no utilities would be 

       installed.  There was a discussion regarding planning consent and District Cllr Wilson advised Consent 

       for Lawful Use maybe required.  Action – Parish Clerk to inform the landowner.
10.
Parish Council matters
       10.1 – Sizewell C and other energy projects update 

       The Chairman provided details of a meeting she had attended with Cllr Parker and raised concerns 
       regarding the loss of trees and the proposed roundabout at Friday Street.  District Cllr Wilson offered to 
       answer any questions relating to Sizewell if submitted to him. He also provided details regarding 150 
       new homes planned for Rendlesham.
       10.2 Registration as Interested Party for Energy Projects

       The Chairman stated that the Parish Council needed to respond to correspondence received regarding 
       registering as an Interested Party for various energy project planning stages. She felt both the Parish 
       Council and individual councillors should consider this registration. It was agreed to seek comments 
       from Cllr Parker.
       10.3 CityFibre Works Update
       The Chairman reported that CityFibre works had not been completed in Sudbourne and there had been 

       no indication of when completion would occur. The Clerk was asked to contact CityFibre for
       notification of completion dates and to consult with County Cllr Andrew Reid also in respect of this 

       matter, if necessary.
11.
Finance
       Income received since the last meeting

       ESC (Precept)






£5,575.46

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary Apr’25)





£  166.66

       Jo Peters (Salary May’25)





£  166.66

       HMRC (PAYE)






£  132.00

       Bank Charges






£     4.25

       Bank Balances as at 30th April 2025




Play Area Account



£2,550.65




Current Account



£7,372.90

       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£    92.56

       SALC (Annual Subscription)



£  161.85

       Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit Fee)



£    85.00

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

       Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  

       11.2 - Approval of the 2024/25 End of Year Accounts & Internal Audit report

       A copy of the 2024/25 End of Year Accounts had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   

The Parish Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had been carried out by Heelis & Lodge and a copy of the Internal Auditors report had been circulated to all councillors.

Approval for the 2024/25 End of Year Accounts and Internal Report was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Langridge.  All in Favour.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.

       11.3 - Approval of the 2024/25 Exemption Certificate 

       A copy of the Exemption Certificate had been tabled for all Councillors.  Approval was Proposed by 

       Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Morris.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.

       11.4 - Approval of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return

               A copy of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors.       

Approval was Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Langridge.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.
12.
Planning

               New Applications
               None received.
               Update on Existing Applications
               Planning Ref: DC/24/4368/FUL
               Proposal: Construction of a single storey rear extension
               Address: 1 Long Row, Snape Road, Sudbourne
               The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by ESC 
               with 2 Conditions.
Planning Ref: DC/24/4221/FUL
Proposal: Alterations and Extensions
Address: Corner Farm Cottage, Snape Road, Sudbourne
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by ESC with 2 Conditions.
13.
Correspondence
       Nothing to report.
14.
Play Area
       Nothing to report.

15.
Roads, Rights of Way
               It was agreed the Parish Clerk would check on the road signs reported at the last meeting.       
16.
To receive reports from Portfolio Holders

Defibrillator - Concerns were raised that the bins were being positioned too close to the defibrillator, 
               potentially obscuring access. It was agreed to ask the Village Hall to reposition the bins around the side 
               of the building to ensure clear access to the defibrillator. Action – Parish Clerk to write to the Village 

               Hall regarding this matter.

17.
Matters of report and items for the next meeting

       Election of Vice Chairman

18.
Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
19.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at 7:00pm in 
               Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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