SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 24TH MAY 2022 IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM
        
Present:    
Cllr Suvi McCreadie

Cllr Hannah Backhouse



Cllr Bill Parker


Cllr Natasha Hodge



Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and District Cllr Herring.  There were 4 members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
       Cllr McCreadie asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Parker nominated Cllr McCreadie to continue 

       in the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.  Cllr McCreadie was duly Elected.  
       The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  
2. Election of Vice Chairman & Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office
       The Chairman nominated Cllr Parker to continue in the role of Vice Chairman, Seconded by Cllr 
       Haynes.  All in Favour.  Cllr Parker was duly Elected.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was 
       signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  
3.
To receive Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr New.
4.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

4.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 22nd March 2022
               These minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and were Proposed   

for Approval by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman 
  
as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 22nd March 2022
       6.1 – VAS Speed Sign/Data Recording update

       The Chairman confirmed that Cllr New would provide an update on this matter at the July Parish 
       Council meeting.

6.2 - Neighbourhood Watch Scheme update

The Chairman reported there was no further update but agreed the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme signpost sited at the north end of Snape Rd did require inspection.  The Chairman asked Cllr Parker to carry out an inspection of this sign and report back to council members.  Action – Cllr Parker to inspect the condition of the sign sited at the north end of Snape Rd and report back.
6.3 – Reinstatement of bench on the loop path at the end of Blackland’s Lane update
The Chairman reported she had contacted Forestry England and they had confirmed that they fully intended to replace this bench but had advised this could be a lengthy process.

6.4 – Update on SCC streetlights – Cllr Backhouse to report on 
Cllr Backhouse reported if a streetlight is listed on the map on SCC’s website then the responsibility for that streetlight lies with SCC.  She confirmed all streetlights within Sudbourne were listed on SCC’s streetlight map so they are in fact the responsibility of SCC.  The Parish Clerk suggested these items should therefore be taken off the Parish Councils Asset Register and not included within the Insurance Policy.
6.5 – SCC School Bus Policy – Chairman to report on 
The Chairman confirmed further to the last meeting Chairman she had written to SCC and they had confirmed Sudbourne parents do have to pay for the transport from Sudbourne if they wish for their child to attend Farlingaye High School.  She reported she had challenged this response and had raised concerns in respect of this matter especially for those in hardship and confirmed she had not yet received a response.  Cllr Backhouse confirmed she was aware of 2 children going to Farlingaye from Sudbourne at present with 1 more to go in September so this matter was still an ongoing issue.
7.
Parish Clerk’s Report
       The Parish Clerk reported a local resident had requested for her to raise the following:-
       “Whilst writing to you, I wonder if you would raise a matter with the Parish Council.  The year 2023 is the 75th Anniversary of the village being "handed back" in 1948, following the army occupation during World War II.  As this is quite a unique event, I think that the Parish Council should arrange some sort of celebration to mark the occasion, as was done at the 60th Anniversary in 2008. I hope the Parish Councillors will think so as well”.
       It was agreed this matter should be a future agenda item.  Action – Parish Clerk to respond to local resident and thank him for reminding the Parish Council and confirm they agree this event should be commemorated.  
       Filing Cabinet in Village Hall – It was agreed the Parish Clerk, Cllr Hodge and Cllr Haynes would go through this cabinet on Sunday 29th May 2022.
8.
Appointment of the following:-
8.1 - Parish Tree Warden – The Parish Clerk confirmed she had emailed Jenny Cooper to see if Robert Cooper would like to continue in this role but to date, she had not received a response.  Cllr Backhouse reported Richard Mallet had volunteered to take on this role.  It was Unanimously Agreed that Richard Mallet should be elected as the Parish Tree Warden.  Action - Richard Mallet to send over his contact details to the Parish Clerk and the Chairman.
8.2 - Adoption of Portfolio Holders – The Chairman gave details of suggested Portfolio holders.  It was agreed these would be as follows:-

Cllr McCreadie – Chairman, Planning Applications, Emergency Plan, Finances

Cllr Parker – Vice Chairman, Planning Applications, Energy Projects, Environment

Cllr Hodge – Planning Applications, Training, Village Hall Liaison

Cllr New – Planning Applications, Forestry Commission, Vehicle Activated Speed Sign

Cllr Backhouse – Planning Applications, Play Area, Road Traffic Signs
Cllr Haynes – Planning Applications, Bus Shelter and Defibrilator

All in Favour.  The Chairman asked the Parish Clerk to add the list of the Portfolio Holders on the Parish Council’s website.
9.
Parish Council matters
9.1 – Chairman’s Report

This was carried out at the Annual Parish Meeting.
9.2 – Sizewell C update - Cllr Parker to report on

Cllr Parker reported the Planning Inspectorate’s decision had been postponed to 8th July 2022 to which he gave details and confirmed a series of additional questions had been asked and interested parties had been invited to comment.  He confirmed that Sudbourne PC had responded to every consultation and one of the additional questions asked was regarding the link road proposed to be built and if this was going to be built in advance of Sizewell C if approved, or at the same time.  Cllr Parker advised according to Hinkley they did this at the same time, and it was chaos so in response to this question Sudbourne PC had stated that they were in support that any roadworks should be carried out in advance of development.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Parker for his report and for drafting responses on behalf of the Parish Council.  

9.3– Parish Council Co-option update
It was agreed that further to the resignation of Jenny Cooper a Parish Council Co-option would be held at the July Parish Council meeting.  The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the formal Co-option process.
9.4 - Platinum Jubilee Celebration update
The Chairman confirmed a Village Feast would be held on Sunday 5th June 2022 at 1pm.

10. Finance
       10.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 

       Income received since the last meeting

       29.4.22 – ESC (Parish Precept)



£3,800.00

       Bank Balances – As at 29th April 2022 (date of last statement)
       Community Account




£4,417.63
       Current Account





£4,223.71

       Invoices to be Approved

       Jo Jones (Clerk’s Expenses)


£     85.70

       SALC (Annual Subscription)


£   146.21

       Leiston Press (Newsletter Printing)


£     63.00

       Heather Patrick (Defibrillator Awareness Training)


£     25.00

       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

       Proposed by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.  The Parish Clerk confirmed the 

       signatories on the Ipswich Building Society had now been updated.
       10.2 - Approval of the 2021/22 End of Year Accounts & Internal Audit report
 A copy of the 2021/22 End of Year Accounts had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   

 The Parish Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had now been carried out and a copy of the Internal  

 Auditors report had been tabled for all councillors.  The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the 

 Internal Audit and confirmed the Internal Auditor had requested a copy of the Financial Statement 

 should be included within all minutes.  She highlighted the Internal Auditor had also raised concerns 

 regarding the condition of the Neighbourhood Watch sign at the north end of Snape Rd.  The Parish  

 Clerk thanked Mr Alan Tomes for carrying out the Internal Audit in his official, helpful manner.  
 Approval for the 2021/22 End of Year Accounts was Proposed by Cllr Backhouse, Seconded by Cllr  

 Parker.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and RFO.  All in Favour.
       10.3 - Approval of the 2021/22 Exemption Certificate 
       A copy of the Exemption Certificate had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

       Approval was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour.  This was duly 
       signed by the Chairman and RFO.
       10.4 - Approval of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return
               A copy of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors.       

               Approval was Proposed by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.  This was duly signed 
               by the Chairman and RFO. 
       10.5 - To consider donations
       The Parish Clerk confirmed the following donations had been previously been given by the Council:- 
       £50.00 - Sudbourne Churchyard

       £100.00 – Sudbourne Village Hall
 



       £50.00 - Suffolk Accident & Rescue Centre


       £50.00 - Citizen's Advice Bureau
 

       Cllr Parker suggested these donations should be delayed until later in the year.  It was 
       generally felt by councillors that this was a good idea.  The Parish Clerk suggested the Parish 

       Council could give to the local organisations only.  There was a brief discussion about who the 

       Parish Council gives donations too and it was suggested a donations policy could be adopted.     

       It was Unanimously Agreed donations should be considered at the September Parish 

       Council meeting but the donations to Sudbourne Village Hall and Sudbourne Churchyard 
       should be Approved at this meeting.   Approval for £100.00 to be given to Sudbourne Village 

       Hall and £50.00 to Sudbourne Churchyard was Proposed by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr    

       Backhouse.  All in Favour.  
11. Planning
       New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

       None received

       Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      

       None received
       Update on existing applications:-

       Planning reference: DC/22/0444/FUL
       Proposal: Replacement of 2 no. existing semi-detached houses and detached garages, with 2no. 
       detached dwellings and attached garages, and two new vehicular accesses.

       Address: 1 & 2 Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne  

       The Parish Council could not find any grounds for objection within the local planning framework.
       However, they were concerned that part of the planning application states that the cottages to be 
       demolished had become “increasingly difficult to let”.  This claim seems at odds with the fact that the 
       cottages were let and one in particular had been home to a young family for several years.  Sudbourne 
       Parish Council stated they wished to ask the ESC Planning department if concrete evidence is required 
       to back up such claims?  Sudbourne Parish Council is concerned that there is a current scarcity of long-

       term rental accommodation for local people at affordable rents.”  No decision has been made to date.

12.
Correspondence
       The Parish Clerk confirmed the Suffolk View magazine had been received.  The Chairman confirmed the  

       Greenprint Forum newsletter had been circulated to all prior to meeting.  The Chairman suggested this 

       newsletter could be put on the Parish Councils website going forward.    

13.
Play Area
      13.1 – Update on repairs 

      The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received an updated quotation from Kompan for the repairs to the 

      Nest Swing and the cost for these repairs to be carried out had risen from £2,203.60 to £2,442.33.  
      Approval for these repairs to be carried out and paid for from the Community Account was Proposed by 
      Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Backhouse.  All in Favour.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with 
      Kompan.
      The Parish Clerk confirmed she had spoken to Mick who carries out the grass cutting at the play area to 
      request that he cuts the nettles back that were encroaching the play area and he had suggested that the 
      Parish Council should write to residents as these nettles were in fact overgrown from private 

      gardens.  It was agreed the Chairman would investigate these nettles and report back.  Action – 
      Chairman to investigate nettles at the play area.
      13.2 – Tree Inspection update 
      The Chairman confirmed that Seth Lord from Native Gardens had inspected the tree within the play area 
      and the outcome of his inspection was that this tree was structurally sound.  She confirmed she was 
      awaiting a written report and once this had been received, she would circulate it.  It was confirmed this 

      tree had now been included within the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment.
14. Roads, Rights of Way

Nothing to report.
15.
Public Forum
       A member of the public made enquires regarding Neighbourhood Watch Schemes to which the Chairman 

       reported these schemes had now ceased.  Cllr Parker informed Cllr Herring about the Parish Councils 
       newsletter and advised he would ensure that himself and County Cllr Reid were included within the 
       circulation.
16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 26th July 2022 at 7:30pm in 
               Sudbourne Village Hall.

There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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